
PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
TO

M
 S

TA
N

U
LI

S

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION • FALL 2008/WINTER 2009

CHICAGO: TEACHER INTERNS IN THE WINDY CITY • SPOTLIGHT ON LARC: POETRY, THE VIRTUAL HISTORY MUSEUM & MORE

Inside the 
Social Studies 
Classroom
Jere Brophy, Jan Alleman 

and Barb Knighton



n e w  e d u c a t o r

NEW EDUCATOR
vol. 14  •  no. 1  •  fall 2008 / winter 2009

The New Educator is published twice a year by the 
Office of the Dean, College of Education, Michigan 
State University, for the faculty, students, staff , 
alumni and friends of the college.

We welcome your comments and news items. Please 
address your letters to: New Educator, College of 
Education, Michigan State University, 518 Erickson 
Hall, East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1034 or to 
ngeary@msu.edu.

Visit us on the Web at www.education.msu.edu

College of Education Alumni Association
www.education.msu.edu/alumni

dean
Carole Ames

president, college of education alumni association
Kathryn Rodgers

managing editor / writer
Nicole Geary

writers
Lindsay Machak, Chris Reimann 

photography
Tom Stanulis; John Booz, John Booz Photography; 
Greg Kohuth, University Relations

layout / design
Charlie Sharp, Sharp Des!gns, Inc.

printing / binding
Millbrook Printing, Grand Ledge, MI

on the cover
Jere Brophy, University Distinguished Professor 
of teacher education and educational psychology, 
Janet Alleman, professor of teacher education, and 
Barbara Knighton, elementary teacher, Waverly 
Community Schools. PHOTO BY TOM STANULIS

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.



f a l l  2 0 0 8  /  w i n t e r  2 0 0 9 1

 F E A T U R E S

16  BIG-CITY CLASSROOMS
College of Education interns, 
alumni test urban teaching skills 
in Chicago

26 THE POWER OF POETRY
 Apol, Certo pair up to grow good 

instruction, excitement for the 
genre in schools

32 SOCIAL STUDIES SUPER TEAM
Alleman, Brophy continue to frame 
best practices in early elementary

38 ON POLICY
Shakrani explores the true value 
of higher education today

46 EXPERIENCING MALAYSIA
Study abroad shows teacher 
candidates educational climate, 
culture in Southeast Asia

50 TALES FROM BEIJING, BEYOND
Read about our student Olympian 
and an alum invited to the 
Paralympics

64 FINAL THOUGHTS
 Professor David Arsen sounds off  

on the state of school facilities

 S E C T I O N S

04 UPFRONT

42 FACULTY

46 STUDENTS

52 ALUMNI

56 DEVELOPMENT

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
TO

M
 S

TA
N

U
LI

S



n e w  e d u c a t o r2

At the time of writing this column, 

the daily news is about the economy—

it is volatile at best, creating uncer-

tainty across all sectors of our society 

and world. At the same time, as I read 

the articles in this issue of the New 

Educator, I am, once again, uplifted 

and inspired by the work of our 

faculty and students. I hope you will 

be, too. We take a great deal of pride 

in the research and outreach of our 

faculty, and it is a joy to read about 

how their work touches the lives of 

children and teachers here and around 

the world. 

For example, Laura Apol, professor 

of literacy and a poet in her own right, 

has initiated a “Writing for Heal-

ing” project. She and her collaborators 

are working with a Rwandan organi-

zation, using narrative writing to help 

facilitate the healing process for the 

survivors of genocide—a remarkable 

and poignant story. Apol’s work in 

Rwanda is among many projects sup-

ported by the Literacy Achievement 

Research Center, or LARC, led by Nell 

Duke and MSU newcomer Douglas 

Hartman, who are interviewed in 

this issue. Our cover story features 

Jere Brophy and Jan Alleman, who, 

through their long-term collaboration, 

have reshaped social studies teaching 

in schools. Social studies is a staple of 

It is yet again time to celebrate 

change! Perhaps the most evident 

transition for many of us is the 

changing of the seasons. In part, it 

may be the result of observing fall’s 

changing colors around our homes 

and the beautiful campus of Michi-

gan State University. It reminds MSU 

alumni and friends of the excite-

ment of the beginning of another 

school year and of all the positive 

and ongoing transformations taking 

place throughout the university and 

within the College of Education. I 

feel a bit of awe and pride when I 

look at the physical renovations that 

have been completed at Erickson 

Hall. Beyond what’s already been 

completed is the continuing work 

on the fifth floor, which truly will 

be the topping on the cake. The com-

bination of education and construc-

tion has made for a noteworthy 

amalgamation.

The change of seasons and physi-

cal spaces is only one transforma-

tion, however. Daily we are made 

more and more aware of the global 

modifications that, of late, have a 

greater impact on all of our daily 

lives. Our world partners become 

more and more interwoven with us. 

These mutual interests across the 

globe continue to increase rapidly. A 

vital focus is and will continue to be 

education with an international and 

MSU COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

from the Dean
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multicultural emphasis. The out-

reach work of the College of Educa-

tion is contributing to making this a 

dynamic and beneficial time. Evolv-

ing international courses, exchanges, 

study abroad trips and more estab-

lish the college as one on the cutting 

edge. How does this directly impact 

us as supporters of the college? The 

college proudly includes alumni and 

friends throughout the United States 

and around the world, with numbers 

continually growing. The College of 

Education Alumni Association itself 

also is growing in size and scope.

As a college with an eye to the 

future of education globally, nation-

ally and locally, I invite you to join 

or maintain your membership in the 

MSU College of Education Alumni 

Association. We welcome you to en-

courage others to join, too. It brings 

the pride shared by so many around 

the world right back to the College of 

Education.

It was a pleasure to visit with 

so many alumni and friends of the 

college during the Homecoming Tent 

Party and I am already looking for-

ward to next year’s gathering.

Kathryn Rodgers

Class of 1970 and 1974

  COE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

from the President

the k–12 curriculum, but through their 

research and curriculum development, 

they have assured that social studies 

content is relevant and meaningful 

for students. Over the years, they have 

worked very closely with teachers to 

make this content vibrant and engag-

ing, particularly for early elementary 

children.

In this issue, you will also read 

about our students’ participation 

in many distinctive activities, from 

studying abroad in Malaysia to com-

peting in the 2008 Beijing Olympics 

and attending the Paralympics. And, 

through a new partnership with the 

Chicago Public Schools (CPS), our stu-

dents now can choose to complete 

their fifth-year teaching internship in 

Chicago. You may ask—why Chi-

cago? Chicago is not only a major 

urban center, it is also a school district 

that is investing in reform and that 

hires up to 2,000 new teachers each 

year. The relationship with CPS 

provides a wonderful opportunity for 

our students to be both observers and 

participants in this reform agenda as 

interns, and then perhaps as first-year 

teachers.

The intent of the New Educator is 

to bring you snapshots and profiles 

of the work of this college. Through 

these articles, we want you to learn 

about our faculty and students. We 

hope you see our commitment to 

doing the kind of work that is rel-

evant and important and to preparing 

the kinds of students who will enter 

their professions with both the skills 

and inspiration to make a difference. 

I also hope you will see how collabo-

ration can define the work of our 

faculty and gain insights as to how 

sustained and productive collabora-

tions define the spirit and culture of 

our college.

Obviously, I cannot know the 

economic conditions at the time you 

receive this magazine, but I hope 

these articles will provide some spark 

of pride and optimism about the 

work and impact of our faculty and 

the special qualities and attributes of 

our students and alumni. We remain 

focused on doing our very best in all 

our endeavors and achieving the level 

of excellence that you expect of us.

We thank you for your investment 

and loyalty to this college. We always 

welcome your comments.

Carole Ames
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H
ere are some thoughts from a few New Educator 

readers—the first to appear in this new standing 

feature. What do you think about what you read 

in this magazine? Or, what would you like to share with 

fellow alumni, colleagues and friends? We hope to prompt 

more conversation, so please send us your letters. Write to 

Nicole Geary at ngeary@msu.edu or 518 Erickson Hall, East 

Lansing, MI 48824-1034.

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of the MSU 

education magazine. It was very special to me to read 

such a nice article about my dad. MSU was a huge part of 

our lives growing up, and even though I attended Eastern 

Michigan University to major in special education (I didn’t 

want my dad to be my advisor) and now make my home in 

California, I still consider myself a “Spartan.” My dad was 

a very special man that contributed so much to so many. 

Thank you for recognizing him.

Amy Nomura, Stockton, Calif.

Daughter of Donald Burke, late professor of special education; and 

resource specialist/department chair at Tokay High School, Lodi, Calif.

I am a past graduate (’81) from the MSU Deaf Education 

program. I was so thrilled to read in the recent New Educa-

tor, Spring 2008, about the collaborative program to house 

those with American Sign Language (ASL) skills in Snyder-

Phillips Hall! How I wish that option was available to me 

during my four years at MSU!

I have since gone on to specialize in educational 

interpreting. An ASL immersion living environment, such 

as is now available at MSU, would have been extremely 

beneficial to me in my chosen career. I applaud you and the 

team that put this together!

Cindy Kowalski-Affonso, Jerome, Mich.

Editor’s note: Deaf Education students and faculty celebrated the 

new ASL living-learning community at MSU on Sept. 25. Flip to 

page 15 for more.

I read your article, “Reaching Out,” in the Spring 2008 New 

Educator. I found your article very interesting because I 

have a flower/gift shop in Fowlerville and also adopted a 

beautiful sweet girl from China two years ago. It also struck 

a chord with me because I just met with Nancy Romig 

from MSU’s Confucius Institute last week regarding having 

my daughter enroll in the immersion preschool at Post Oak 

Elementary School. Upon speaking with Nancy, I learned 

my daughter doesn’t qualify for the preschool because we 

don’t live in the Lansing School District.

I was very impressed with the immersion school 

philosophy of half of the day taught in American methods 

and the second half of the day in traditional Chinese. The 

school is a 40-minute drive one way for me and Nancy 

mentioned that if there were enough people they could 

start a school in a different area. Upon reading your article, 

I thought maybe with the Zhang family and other families 

we could start a school in Fowlerville or nearby.

Laura Rittman, Byron, Mich.

Owner, The Bee Charmer Flowers & Gifts Company, Fowlerville, Mich.

Seen This Yet?
You might be wondering why the image of a 

mortarboard is starting to appear each time you see or 

receive materials from the MSU College of Education. 

After all, we typically think about commencement 

ceremonies just once or twice a year. Our graduates wear the square-shaped caps—often with education’s signature light 

blue tassel—only during those moments, as they celebrate the joy of completing prestigious degrees.

However, commencement, by its very name, does not constitute an ending. Rather, the occasion signifies that its hon-

orees have achieved knowledge that will enable them to continue learning, to keep rising to higher levels of understand-

ing, within their chosen disciplines. For educators whose mission is to incite growth and learning in others, graduation 

marks only one significant turning point during a career filled with countless new beginnings.

We in the College of Education also never stop evolving. With the growing impact of research findings, fast-changing 

technology and globalization, we charge forward. Michigan State University is known as a national leader in education 

graduate study, research and teacher preparation not only for its long history of excellence but for its record of commenc-

ing—embracing new initiatives, challenges and, therefore, beginnings. This magazine illustrates many of the ways College 

of Education faculty inspire fruitful beginnings throughout k–16 education.

So, please allow us to introduce a new College of Education logo. It bears a regal mortarboard and a blue tassel—sym-

bols of achievement and, more importantly, progress in education.

right from 
 readers



upfront

f a l l  2 0 0 8  /  w i n t e r  2 0 0 9 5

DOCTORAL DEGREE RECIPIENTS
Spring 2008 
Curriculum, Teaching & Educational Policy 

Victoria Susan Bennett-Armistead  Nell Duke

Crystal Gail Lunsford Lynn Fendler

Ji-Won Son Sandra Crespo/Sharon Senk

Eric Magnus Wilmot John (Jack) Schwille

Educational Policy

Young Yee Kim (received two degrees) Gary Sykes

Danielle Lakethia Lesure Dorothea Anagnostopoulos

Educational Psychology &

Educational Technology

Amy Tracy Wells Raven McCrory

Higher, Adult & Lifelong Education

Dorcia B. Chaison  Reitu Mabokela

Andrew Loren Flagel MaryLee Davis

Kathryn Claire King Reitu Mabokela

Paul John Kurf Kristen Renn

Melissa McDaniels Ann Austin

Na Wei Reitu Mabokela

Lynne Anne Zelenski MaryLee Davis

K–12 Educational Administration

Ranae Delores Ikerd Beyerlein Maenette Benham

Muhammad Ahmad Khalifa Christopher Dunbar

Mary M. Ombonga Christopher Dunbar

James David Smith Christopher Dunbar

Kinesiology

Amanda Leigh Paule Yevonne Smith

Michael Jon Roskamp Gail Dummer

Jennifer Lynn Stiller Dan Gould 

Measurement & Quantitative Methods

Young Yee Kim (received two degrees) Mark Reckase

Summer 2008 
Curriculum, Teaching & Educational Policy 

Hasan Awad Abdel-Kareem Charles (Andy) Anderson

Thomas Bryan Crisp Laura Apol

James Edward Fredricksen Lynn Fendler

David John Grueber Charles (Andy) Anderson

Kristin Lee Gunckel Edward Smith

Won-Pyo Hong Avner Segall

Denise Kay Ives Mary Juzwik

Kathleen D. Moxley Mark Conley

Jill Annette Newton Glenda Lappan

Rui Niu Lynn Paine

Kelly E. Reffitt Mary Lundeberg

Kevin Christopher Roxas Susan Melnick

Sandra Jane Schmidt Avner Segall

Sharon Kay Strickland Lynn Fendler

Blakely Katelin Tsurusaki Charles (Andy) Anderson

Marcy Britta Wood Helen Featherstone

Educational Policy

Thomas Edward Davis David Arsen

Regina Rose Umpstead Gary Sykes

Educational Psychology &

Educational Technology

Kathryn Hershey Dirkin Punya Mishra

Lindsey Mohan Mary Lundeberg

Stephen Micheal Vassallo Punya Mishra

Higher, Adult & Lifelong Education

Shenita Brokenburr John Dirkx

Ildiko Porter-Szucs John Dirkx

K–12 Educational Administration

Patrick Kim Halladay Gary Sykes

Kinesiology

Melissa Grace-Fraser Alexander Gail Dummer

Todd Anders Gilson Martha Ewing

Jeong-Dae Lee Yevonne Smith

Measurement & Quantitative Methods

Soyeon Ahn Kimberly Maier

Xin Li Mark Reckase

Rehabilitation Counselor Education

Jae Chul Lee John Kosciulek

School Psychology

Julia Ann Ogg John Carlson

Soyeon Ahn
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The MSU College of Education has taken the lead in 

developing resources for educators across Michigan to con-

nect their students to the world beyond our borders and 

to prepare them to survive and thrive in a global society. 

These opportunities span k–16 and are geared toward all 

educators, from those just beginning to explore how to 

internationalize their practices to those ready to establish 

formal relationships with schools and programs overseas.

A powerful example of this leadership took place in 

April 2008 when the college’s Office for k–12 Outreach and 

the U.S.-China Center for Research on Educational Excel-

lence teamed up with the Education Alliance of Michigan 

to host the second annual Internationalizing Michigan 

Education conference. Over 250 teachers, administra-

tors, association representatives, 

state Department of Education 

employees, students and others at-

tended the daylong event. Keynote 

speakers included WWJTV-Detroit 

Community Affairs and Editorial 

Director Carol Cain and Oakland 

County Executive L. Brooks Pat-

terson. Cain shared observations 

from her production of the documentary Building Bridges: 

From the Great Lakes to the Great Wall. Patterson outlined 

the many ways Oakland County and Michigan are already 

active in the global economy. Both emphasized the im-

portance of internationalizing the curriculum to prepare 

students to live and work in the economy of the future.

Also participating in the conference was a delegation 

of 10 high-ranking education officials from Chongqing, 

Michigan’s automotive counterpart in China. After hearing 

a presentation from Dr. Weiliang Zhao, deputy commis-

sioner of the Chongqing Municipal Education Commission 

(cmec), Michigan educators watched as the superinten-

dents and school board presidents from the Utica Com-

munity Schools and the Armada Area Schools joined 

Commissioner Zhao and College of Education Assistant 

Dean for International Programs Jack Schwille in signing 

a Memorandum of Understanding between the school 

districts, the cmec and the College of Education. This 

agreement will pave the way for study tours and exchanges 

for k–12 students and teachers, internship opportunities 

for candidates in teacher and administrator preparation 

programs, and sister-school relationships for elementary, 

middle and high schools in Michigan with their counter-

parts in Chongqing. Michigan school districts will have 

opportunities to find qualified Mandarin teachers for their 

world language programs.

A highlight of the conference was music by a chorus of 

students from Chongqing, Armada and Utica, who pre-

pared for the event over the Internet. The Chinese students 

spent the week before the conference staying with host 

families in each district, experiencing school in large and 

small communities and sharing with their U.S. hosts a 

glimpse of student life in China.

Internationalizing Michi

if you go . . .

The 2009 Internationalizing Michigan Education 

Conference is scheduled for Feb. 27 at the Kellogg 

Center. Visit www.education.msu.edu/k12 for more 

information.

1 2
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This relationship with Chongqing reflects a clear vision on the part of the 

MSU and College of Education administration and a consistent effort on the 

part of College of Education faculty to establish strong international ties with 

strategic partners such as China. Over the past three years, k–12 Outreach As-

sistant Dean Barbara Markle and University Distinguished Professor Yong Zhao, 

director of the U.S.-China Center, have arranged six study tours for Michigan 

k–12 and higher education leaders and state policymakers, as well as the lead-

ers of many of the state’s professional educational organizations. These study 

tours have provided them with access to key Ministry of Education officials, as 

well as opportunities to visit schools and universities to observe firsthand the 

educational achievements and challenges of this economic powerhouse of the 

21st century. The Confucius Institute at MSU has developed online language 

resources and summer camps for Michigan students (see sidebar), most of them 

at little or no cost to schools.

Clearly, the College of Education is taking the lead in bringing the world—

and world-class practices—to Michigan schools.

gan Education

1 MSU President Lou Anna K. Simon (center) discusses possible collaborations with university leaders from 

Chongqing, China. 2 Instructor Donghai Zhao (center) guides high school students through a series of tai 

chi movements on campus during this year’s Chinese Language and Culture Summer Day Camps organized 

by the Confucius Institute at MSU. 3 Lansing-area elementary school students (from left) Caralyn Wolcott, 

Adrianna Hill and Arianna White practice Chinese brush painting at North Elementary School in Lansing, 

Mich. during the Chinese Language and Culture Summer Day Camps. 4 Visiting students from Chongqing, 

China sing with high school students from Utica and Armada, Mich. during the second annual Internationalizing 

Education Conference at MSU. The students rehearsed their choral performance via the Internet months before 

meeting in person.

Confucius Institute 
Offers Successful 
Summer Camps

More than 60 children returned to their Lansing-area 

schools this fall with a few new Mandarin words in 

their vocabulary—not to mention an understanding of 

Chinese customs and, say, brush painting skills or tai chi 

moves. The MSU Confucius Institute’s second collection 

of summer camps for k–12 students gained popularity 

with local families looking for a dose of Chinese learn-

ing. They also were held in more locations, including 

facilities in the Lansing School District, East Lansing 

Public Schools and the College of Education.

Coordinator Nicole Ellefson said many parents plan 

to return during summer 2009 and explore options for 

their children to continue Chinese language instruction 

during the school year. About half of the participants 

were in kindergarten through second grade.

“Parents are starting to realize that young early 

language learning is really the way to go,” Ellefson said. 

“We’re hoping the camps provide a window of oppor-

tunity for parents and students to access the Confucius 

Institute’s resources online.

Visit confucius.msu.edu for more information.

g 

3 4

  >> Chris Reimann
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Test results often seem to domi-

nate discussions about school per-

formance in the public eye. For those 

in the classroom, however, keeping 

track of students’ progress means far 

more than monitoring standardized 

test scores such as the meap results 

in Michigan. Teachers and principals 

must be able to develop, administer 

and analyze a wide variety of assess-

ments to improve student learning—

yet the vast majority of them have 

never received direct instruction and 

training for those tasks.

To help address this growing need, 

the College of Education launched its 

first-ever Certificate in Educational 

Assessment program for practitioners 

in September 2008. Initially, 10 people 

are enrolled for the three-course se-

quence, with four coming to campus 

and six participating live online from 

across Michigan one evening each 

week.

Created by faculty members who 

have developed assessment systems 

for the state and federal govern-

ments, the new program is designed 

for educators with little technical 

background. Professors Edward Roe-

ber and Sharif Shakrani emphasize 

major concepts and their relevance 

to student achievement, not complex 

statistics.

“The No Child Left Behind law has 

really raised the stakes for schools,” 

said Roeber, who previously oversaw 

assessment and accountability for the 

Michigan Department of Education. 

“Everybody needs to not only evaluate 

the results but also to understand the 

programs themselves, including their 

strengths and shortcomings.”

The first course emphasizes how 

to balance summative assessments 

(required at the national, state or 

local levels) with interim benchmark 

checks and classroom-based exams, 

observation and other methods for 

gauging learning on a daily basis. 

Students have a choice for their 

second course, between one covering 

large-scale assessments more in-

tensely and one emphasizing class-

room assessments in greater depth. 

The final course will offer hands-on 

experience with analyzing, reporting 

and effectively incorporating results 

into teaching.

Lansing School District Assess-

ment Coordinator Francisca Kidder, 

an MSU graduate who is now enrolled 

in the course sequence, said she had 

never seen so many balanced perspec-

tives on assessment linked within one 

succinct program.

“It’s exactly what every educator, 

especially every assessment coordina-

tor, should know,” she said, noting she 

will recommend it to teachers in her 

district. “This program will help them 

direct their instruction in a way that is 

conducive to generating effective cur-

riculum—so that we can strengthen 

what students don’t know and what 

they are not yet ready to do.”

While those who complete the 

certificate can apply their credits 

(9) toward a master’s degree of their 

choice, Roeber and Shakrani hope 

to eventually develop a full master’s 

degree program in educational as-

sessment if interest and participation 

grows sufficiently.

Department of Teacher Educa-

tion leaders, meanwhile, are studying 

strategies to produce teachers who are 

more proficient in using formative, 

or classroom, assessments to improve 

student learning. They have increased 

the visibility of a broad range of as-

sessments in the teacher preparation 

program, and are currently in the 

planning stages for expanding oppor-

tunities to experience, learn about and 

practice effective assessment tech-

niques, both as undergraduates and 

during the internship year. For now, a 

new course on classroom assessment, 

cep 830, will be available to fifth-year 

teaching interns along with College 

of Education graduate students and 

those pursuing the certificate in as-

sessment. It will be offered for the 

first time in spring 2009.

For more information, contact 

Ed Roeber, roeber@msu.edu or (517) 

432-0427.

College Launches Program 
on Effective Assessment 
for Practicing Educators

Professors Sharif Shakrani 

and Ed Roeber.
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See ya’ SIRS . . . ?
The familiar SIRS (Student Instructional Rating System) 

forms Michigan State University students use to evalu-

ate their classes each semester could soon disappear from 

the classrooms of Erickson Hall and IM-Circle. The Center 

for the Scholarship of Teaching is testing two alternative 

student evaluation systems this year with the hopes of 

adopting a system that assesses the quality of teaching and 

student learning more effectively. Center for the Scholar-

ship of Teaching Director Suzanne Wilson explains: “The 

current SIRS are neither flexible enough to accommodate 

a range of teaching styles and class arrangements (such as 

seminars, lectures and laboratories) nor focused on what 

students learn. We need much better data on what students 

feel they learn in their classes (and why) if we are to use 

student feedback to inform program redesign and faculty 

evaluation and promotion.”

The systems in the pilot, which are being used by 20 to 

30 faculty members in the College of Education this year, 

were selected following a series of invited presentations 

from organizations with expertise in faculty evaluation 

last spring. After evaluating their flexibility and potential 

for generating useful data, the college plans to adopt a new 

evaluation system for the 2010–11 academic year.

Erickson Hall is expected to become the first building on campus boast-

ing full replacement of its original curtain wall windows. Adding to the 

sleek exterior of Erickson’s previous building addition, the ambitious 

project started late this summer and will continue through spring.
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Four faculty members and two 

graduate students received the College 

of Education’s top award for out-

standing teaching in 2008. Another 

group of distinguished instructors will 

be honored this spring.

Tom Bird, an associate professor of 

teacher education, infuses his teach-

ing and mentoring with his habit of 

intellectual probing. Teacher can-

didates and doctoral students alike 

apprentice themselves at Tom’s work-

bench. They value his pragmatism, his 

responsiveness and his passion for 

putting things in the ‘tool position’—

cutting straight to the usefulness of 

available theories, knowledge and 

resources. He teaches a reasoning 

process that involves interns’ careful 

description of teaching dilemmas, 

consideration of multiple interpreta-

tions and identification of alternatives 

for action. The oral consideration 

of these cases in te 801 prepares 

candidates to write a case study. Tom 

refers to this process as “the assistant 

teacher’s workshop.”

John Dirkx, a professor of higher, 

adult and lifelong education, took 

over and for a long time single-

handedly kept alive the college’s 

commitment to adult and continu-

ing education. In addition to a heavy 

teaching and advising load, a com-

mitment to running a sizable state-

backed information agency and a 

teacher’s commitment to studying his 

own learning, John has been a model 

colleague and teacher. He was an early 

adopter of online teaching, finding 

technology an ideal way to instruct 

adult learners. With his development 

of a Problem Based Learning format, 

John was among the first to create 

conceptual maps to help students 

navigate the virtual world of learning 

and explore their personal and profes-

sional development.

Teacher Education Professor Lynn 
Paine worried about whether her work 

could make a difference when she was 

a doctoral student. She has—in her 

international comparative educa-

tion research and her teaching and 

advising of students. Lynn’s goal is “to 

problematize the taken-for-granted 

. . . to juxtapose the familiar with the 

unfamiliar.” Her graduate students 

cite her courses as the “epitome of 

global awareness . . .” and think of 

themselves as “better thinkers, better 

researchers, better educators, and bet-

ter citizens of the global community.” 

Lynn purposefully attends to students 

as learners, connects her research 

and teaching and makes her teaching 

transparent. She also is devoted to 

helping her international advisees 

acclimate themselves to the U.S.

Professor Steve Weiland never stops 

making connections; his mind is a 

virtual hypertext environment with 

links that connect literature, academe, 

media, sports, history and popu-

lar culture. A long-time, successful 

classroom teacher and advisor, Steve 

was an early adopter of technology, 

stepping up to the online teaching 

challenge and developing a format 

unique to the College of Education’s 

online MA program (maed). The pro-

fessor of educational administration 

teaches online courses as being about 

content and process. His courses are 

thus “meta-oriented” in teaching and 

learning, calling on students to think 

critically about what it means to live, 

learn and teach with digital media. Ac-

cording to his nominators, Steve is a 

rare colleague who connects our past, 

present and future in an intellectual 

world where teaching and learning 

have become immediate, constant and 

digitally-enriched.

Gina Garner was a speech-language 

pathologist in public schools for 10 

years, and she currently is pursuing 

a doctorate in the Department of 

Teacher Education. Gina’s students in 

the elementary teacher preparation 

program describe her as “passionate,” 

“thought-provoking” and “respectful.” 

Her passion for teaching is evident in 

her syllabi, her student evaluations 

and her professional demeanor. Gina’s 

pedagogical approach is influenced 

by techniques, approaches and as-

sumptions she used while working 

as a special education teacher. She 

also uses cutting-edge technologies to 

create a classroom community for her 

students, posting updates concerning 

state and national policy and links for 

interesting information.

To Valerie Struthers Walker, teaching 

is inquiry, both personal and profes-

sional. As a doctoral candidate in 

Teacher Education, and charged with 

designing a course to explore diver-

sity in children’s literature, Valerie 

has learned to be a better teacher by 

studying her teaching, incorporating 

new technology into her classes and 

striving to instill critical practices 

in her students. Valerie encourages 

prospective teachers to adopt an 

understanding of literature, continu-

ally challenge their own interpreta-

tion of texts and push themselves for 

ever-deeper complexity and nuance. 

She works closely with her students to 

elevate their scholarship, continually 

revise their practices, improve their 

product and prepare for careers as 

scholarly and inquiring professionals.

In Tribute to Excellent Teaching
Bird Dirkx Garner Paine Walker Weiland



f a l l  2 0 0 8  /  w i n t e r  2 0 0 9 11

SEE 
NEXT 
PAGE

upfront

T
he design of learning spaces has evolved 

rapidly in the past decade in response 

to changes in technology and students, 

pedagogy and design. Since 2004, the 

entire first floor of Erickson Hall has been 

gradually redesigned to create a seamlessly articulated 

suite of spaces to facilitate teaching and learning with 

technology.

Renovations throughout the rest of the building, 

one floor at a time, reached the top, or fifth, floor 

last spring and continue this academic year. With the 

installation of new windows underway, the building 

will soon be construction-free and completely 

refreshed. Meanwhile, IM-Circle also has been in 

construction mode, while approximately 3,500 square 

feet of locker room space is transformed into new 

research laboratories and office suites. The project has 

an anticipated completion of winter 2009.

Come and visit! The following are a list of things 

to note as you walk around Erickson’s ground floor. 

(Imagine yourself on a nature trail with this as a guide.)

1Front entrance. Note the inviting spaces 

to sit in the lobby and how students are using 

them. (Before redesign, this was a lifeless, cold 

space). What makes the spaces inviting? (Furniture, 

color, texture, lighting, partial enclosure).

2Reception area: The “genius bar.” 
Walk into the space just beyond the lobby. 

On your right is our “genius bar” (patterned 

after Apple stores) with friendly “technology interns” 

(undergraduates ready to provide support). Stand 

in the middle of this room and look around. Note 

various spaces for people to meet in small groups. 

Note the glassed-in room with equipment for creating 

video, podcasts, etc. The office in the back is for Terri 

Gustafson, who leads technology support for faculty 

and students. (Support infrastructure requires a mix 

of technology and people). Note the doors leading 

into 133D and 133E with glass windows. (Tech support 

is immediately available for instructors. Proximity 

matters). Feel free to talk with the interns.

3Lower lobby: Learning space 
or . . . ? Walk out, turn left and stand at the 

top of the stairs looking toward the Red Cedar 

River. What do you notice? Before the redesign, this 

was a barely used space people passed through on 

their way to the Kiva. Notice the people, what they’re 

doing, where they’re sitting. The Sparty’s coff ee shop 

reflects the integration of food services into learning 

spaces (libraries used to try to keep food out). Notice 

the outdoor spaces, accessible via wireless. (Previously 

this area was overgrown, blocking the river view).

4Meeting rooms for faculty and 
graduate students. Walk down the 

stairs, turn left and walk up the ramp. Note 

there are two nice lounges designated to encourage 

spontaneous meetings of faculty and graduate 

students. (The rooms cannot be reserved).

5Circle around the central spaces.
At the top of the ramp, turn left and walk 

slowly, looking into 133D and 133E, turn left at 

the corner and walk past 133F and 133G. This suite of 

spaces, all near technology support personnel, includes 

two large classrooms divided by a wall that can be 

raised, one large conference room and one smaller 

conference room. Notice how many computers there 

are and the location, mobility and reconfigurability 

of the furniture. Notice the flat panels around the 

edge of the rooms. (The college requires all teacher 

education students to own a laptop and the large 

screens encourage them to use their technology in the 

classroom). Notice the projectors, whiteboards (high 

tech and low tech), etc. In 133F and 133G, there also 

are Polycom teleconferencing systems. Each room has 

a control panel to allow sharing screens. (Designed for 

diff erent sized groups and pedagogies; and for flexibility. 

Moves away from labs with rows of computers on 

immovable furniture . . . enabled by wireless mobility). 

Notice the windows, with just enough openness to make 

teaching visible but not be distracting.

6Further variations of “high-tech” 
classrooms. Walk down the corridor 

beside rooms 132, 130 and 128 and look 

at how they are being used, where the furniture is 

located, etc. (Notice again the frosted windows). 

Each of these rooms has a diff erent look and feel 

and reflects continuing exploration of what works 

and what instructors and students need. Again notice 

the investment in large flat screens to encourage 

integration of laptops. You can also walk down the 

corridor beside rooms 107, 109, 111 and 113. One 

room is equipped with an emphasis on science 

teaching (laboratory sinks, cabinets for special purpose 

equipment, etc.). Here the rooms have less emphasis 

on technology, but are equipped with projectors, etc.

7Corridors as learning spaces. As you 

walked the corridors, did you pay attention to 

the canopied study spaces or “nooks?” These 

nooks show how an unused space can be redesigned 

to encourage students to sit down outside of class and 

work on their laptops (Notice the desktop that swings 

out. Why is the canopy important? How many people 

are these seats designed for? Notice the direction the 

people face. Are these isolating booths or socially 

inviting orientations?)

Now, walk back to the lower lobby, buy yourself a 

cup of coff ee and sit down for a while. Make notes. 

Watch the flow of students and instructors; notice the 

variations in furniture height, configuration, location; 

see the textures, colors, foods and how laptops, cell 

phones and iPods are used. Think about how your 

building or classroom might be made more functional 

with less technology but more support—for using 

laptops students own, by having flexible furniture, 

teleconferencing, whiteboards, etc. Where would 

you locate support personnel near your “high tech” 

learning spaces?

Erickson’s Evolution in Learning Spaces 
Take the Walking Tour

>> Patrick Dickson, Professor of Educational Psychology
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Coming Home 
to the College 

of Education
More than 800 people stopped by the College of Education Homecoming 

Tent Party this fall, making the annual meet-and-eat bash even more success-

ful than last year. Besides the usual friendly greetings, rockin’ band music and 

great food (including delicious pulled pork sandwiches and sauerkraut dogs), 

this year’s hot spot on Demonstration Field also featured lawn games and face 

painting fun for all ages. We had brisk air and bright sunshine before the 12 p.m. 

game kick-off, when the Spartans held off the Iowa Hawkeyes to deliver another 

Homecoming win! Thanks to our sponsors for helping to create this priceless 

gathering, welcoming all those who serve, support and call the College of Educa-

tion their alma mater. Let’s carry on the tradition.

1 Kinesiology junior Alyse Smith paints an extra splash of school spirit on the hands of education sophomore 

D’Angelo Farmer.  2 College of Education undergraduate students proudly carry their banner during the MSU 

Homecoming Parade.  3 Tent Party visitors check out the college’s impressive showing in the 2009 U.S. News & 

World Report ranking of graduate programs.  4 Alumni and friends fill their plates with delicious tailgate-style 

fare before the big game.  5 Children including (left to right) Marshall Weber, Daniel Gutierrez and Alexis and 

Mitchell Darga enjoyed playing lawn games.

1

3

4

2

5

thanks to our donors • Michigan State University Federal Credit Union (major sponsor) • Carol Arens 

• Joseph & Victoria Chiaramonte • Douglas & Carol Rearick • Marcia & Bruce Rowbottom • Allied Office Interiors 

• Integrated Design Solutions, LLC • Michigan Association of School Administrators • Michigan Association of 

School Boards • Michigan Council on Economic Education • THA Architects Engineers
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College of Education faculty, 

staff  and students helped mark 

an historic addition to MSU’s 

diverse on-campus community 

Sept. 25 during the open-

ing celebration of the new 

American Sign Language (ASL) 

Living-Learning community 

at Snyder-Phillips Hall. The 

residence hall environment—

the only option of its kind in 

Michigan and across the Big 

10—now houses 11 students 

who use or study ASL in close 

proximity, including future 

teachers of the deaf or hard of 

hearing. For more information, 

visit www.asl.msu.edu.

ASL @ MSU

Expand Your Career – Online
The College of Education now off ers more opportunities to learn 

online. These 30-credit graduate programs—including two new in 

2009—are flexible, accessible and taught by our faculty.

■ Master of Arts in Teaching and Curriculum. Beginning 

spring semester 2009, the Department of Teacher Education will 

launch an entirely online version of this popular program, while it 

continues to be off ered on campus. This program is ideal for K–12 

teachers who want to make connections with teacher education 

faculty and learn the latest theory and practice through an 

interactive online learning community. Visit www.education.msu.

edu/te/matc or e-mail matc@msu.edu.

■ Master of Arts in Higher, Adult and Lifelong Education. An 

online version of this program begins for the first time in fall 2009. 

This coursework prepares individuals for entry-level leadership 

positions in postsecondary education, public agencies and business 

settings. E-mail driscol2@msu.edu or visit www.educ.msu.edu/

content/default.asp?contentID=506.

■ Master of Arts in Education. This continuing online program is 

for practicing classroom teachers, school administrators, coaches or 

adult educators. It’s designed to build on prior professional experience 

and engage students in a dynamic online community. Available 

concentrations include special education, technology and learning, 

preschool through postsecondary leadership, literacy education, 

science and mathematics, and sport leadership and coaching. Visit 

education.msu.edu/onlineed or e-mail onlineed@msu.edu.

■ Educational Technology: Certificate, Master’s and 

Endorsement. These programs are all off ered entirely online. The 

certificate program consists of three 3-credit courses. The courses 

are 8 weeks long, and each follows consecutively after the other. 

E-mail edutech@msu.edu. After completing the certificate, students 

apply to the master’s online degree program. Students typically 

complete the 5 required and 2 elective courses within a 2-year time 

period and can add the Educational Technology (NP) endorsement 

to their Michigan Teaching Certificate. E-mail msumaet@msu.edu.

Visit edutech.msu.edu for more information.

upfront
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Chicago
connections
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Halfway through the school year, 

and all the way across Lake Michigan, 

Amanda Craik can see her future 

career unfolding fast.

She’s putting her teaching skills to 

the longest and toughest 

test yet. She’s sur-

rounded by second-

graders at a school 

serious about success, 

supported by fellow 

Spartans in a big 

city filled with 

risks and re-

sources.

Working in the Windy City
COLLEGE SENDS FIRST GROUP OF TEACHING INTERNS TO CHICAGO  >> Nicole Geary

interested in the chicago internship?

Chicago Public Schools . . .

• Employs more than 27,000 teachers and hires between 1,500 and 2,000 

annually.

• Partners with 113 universities nationwide to place about 2,000 teaching 

interns each year—about 80 percent transition into full-time employment 

with the district.

• Off ers professional development tailored specifically for teaching interns.

• Gives qualified interns early admission to district job fairs and places a 

recommendation stamp on their résumés.

Source: CPS Department of Human Resources

She’s one of the first College of Ed-

ucation graduates ever to be placed in 

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) for the 

fifth-year internship. College leaders 

began offering the opportunity soon 

after forging a unique and promising 

relationship with the nation’s third 

largest district last school year.

“I’ve felt really welcome here,” said 

Craik, whose interest in urban teach-

ing grew as an undergraduate during 

two summer teaching fellowships in 

Detroit. “I thought it would be a great 

opportunity to get more experience. 

Now, I feel like I know the students 

so much more, and not just as 

learners, but as people.”

With Craik, 15 other aspiring 

educators from Michigan State 

University are now honing their 

teaching skills in the Windy City. 

Most live in a Hyde Park apartment 

complex close to their classrooms 

and all share the added responsibil-

ity of completing required course-

work at a distance.

The intention is to give commit-

ted young people another, larger con-

text for experiencing urban education 

before they enter the field—beyond 

existing placement sites in Michigan 

and building on the college’s com-

prehensive urban preparation efforts 

starting as early as freshmen year.

The Chicago interns are working 

where teachers must be sensitive to 

social justice and serve the needs of all 

learners, in schools of high poverty on 

the city’s south side.

“We want to provide our teacher 

candidates with real context experi-

ences in Chicago’s under-resourced 

school settings,” said Sonya Gunnings-

Moton, assistant dean for student sup-

port services and recruitment. “This is 

not teaching on Michigan Avenue.”

Making the Connection

Dameka Redic, who manages Chicago 

Public Schools’ giant student teaching 

system, said the district approached 

MSU College of Education Dean 

Carole Ames because leaders were 

looking for the highest-quality teacher 

preparation programs in the country. 

The district has ties to more than 

100 universities in 10 states and an 

average of 2,000 teaching interns in 

its schools each year. But the majority 

stay for five months or less.

“We were really impressed with the 

full year of practical experience for 

teachers; we think that’s key,” Redic 

said. “Being a producer of top-quality 

educators, we’re looking at building a 

solid pipeline where these individu-

als are vested for a solid year and can 

make connections between the com-

munity they live in and the schools 

they teach in.”

Ames, with leaders from the 

Department of Teacher Education, 

saw the rich environment for on-site 

learning CPS could offer MSU teacher 

candidates—and the career potential.

The more than 27,000-teacher 

district hires between 1,500 and 2,000 

teachers each year, including a high 

percentage from its pool of existing 

interns. In fact, Redic said about 80 

percent of them transition into full-

time employment with the district.

“That’s important for us because 

we are trying to ensure that our 

teacher candidates see there are op-

portunities for jobs,” said Gunnings-

Moton, who is coordinating the 

program with associate professor of 

teacher education, Dorothea Anagnos-

topoulos.

Plus, “they have had great success 

with our teachers they have hired.” PH
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Many Spartans already have found 

satisfying careers teaching in cps, 

with at least 115 hired since fall 2000 

(see next article).

Looking Forward

Another round of applications began 

in October, and both institutions 

hope to grow the number of MSU 

teacher interns headed to Chicago 

for the second year. Specifically, they 

would like to fill a full cohort of 25 to 

30 people.

Like last year, the selected group 

will travel to the city in the spring 

to interact with local educators in 

schools and experience cultural activi-

ties such as museum visits and a walk-

ing tour of the neighborhoods.

“When we moved here in August, 

we already pretty much knew each 

other,” said Cody Slone, an elementary 

education major who would like to 

specialize in social studies. He decided 

to apply for the internship with some 

uncertainty and now feels lucky to be 

spending one of the first eye-opening 

years at Chicago’s Wadsworth Elemen-

tary School.

“Every day is a different challenge. 

Being there for the whole day, I see 

what teachers have to deal with,” 

he said. “I love the big-city lifestyle. 

There is a lot of history and culture 

that you can just bring into the class-

room.”

Eventually, College of Education 

leaders hope, the internship also will 

help attract young people who are 

from Chicago to study at MSU.

The city and surrounding areas 

already offer MSU’s largest draw of 

out-of-state students, according to 

the Office of Admissions. Illinois 

sends the highest number of domestic 

students from outside Michigan each 

fall, accounting for 3.6 percent of the 

entering class in fall 2007. That com-

pared to the next highest state, Ohio, 

at 1.1 percent.

“We have started our recruiting of 

Chicago public high school students to 

think seriously about attending Michi-

gan State University for teacher prepa-

ration,” Gunnings-Moton said, noting 

those students could return home as 

teaching interns highly prepared for 

the unique educational challenges of 

their urban hometown.

“That’s the long-term vision.”

CPS shares that vision, and more, 

says Redic, who foresees potential 

partnerships in research that inform 

strong urban teacher preparation and 

even residencies for MSU faculty.

“I really think this is the first step. 

There are so many paths we can take 

with this, and 

that’s what makes 

it so exciting.”

C H I C A G O

» On the Web  

www.cps.k12.il.us

Amanda Craik, an elementary education major interested in teaching Spanish and English as a Second Language, is completing her fifth-year internship with second graders at 

Woodlawn Community School on Chicago’s south side.
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C H I C A G O

As a child, Kristina Utley knew she 

wanted to become a teacher. Even 

in kindergarten, she expressed her 

desire to help others in the classroom 

setting. Her father encouraged her to 

pursue a different profession, to make 

more money.

However, Utley kept going with 

her studies and, when she came to 

MSU, decided to fulfill her dream. At 

the end of her internship year, as a 

final exam, she was asked to make a 

presentation to her family about what 

she had accomplished as an educator.

“It was at this point, my dad real-

ized my passion for teaching and that 

it overcame any amount of money 

that I could ever make,” she said. “He 

even cried during the presentation. 

Since that day, my dad has been my 

number one supporter.”

Today, 26-year-old Utley teaches in 

Chicago Public Schools and is among 

the growing population of MSU Col-

lege of Education alums to head to the 

Windy City post-graduation.

Her hard work and passion led 

her to becoming a literacy coach at 

Rachel Carson Elementary School, a 

rare position for such a young teacher. 

She teaches kindergarten through 

eighth-grade students about books 

and reading. In addition to work-

ing with students, Utley also coaches 

teachers on new literacy practices and 

techniques that help engage students 

in reading.

“The most exciting thing for me 

is when they come in and they are so 

excited about a book that they read 

the night before,” she said.

Utley said she always wanted to 

work with inner-city school children. 

She has made the goal of putting lit-

erature into the hands of low-income 

household children a reality by excit-

ing kids with new books.

“Even with some of (our) toughest 

kids, (we) give them the right type of 

book and they get so engaged in it,” 

she said.

This is Utley’s fourth year teach-

ing in Chicago. She graduated from 

MSU in 2004, completed her full-year 

internship in Lansing and then moved 

to Chicago.

Utley first taught second-graders at 

Chicago’s Mollison Elementary School 

during the 2005–06 school year. That 

was her first time teaching on her 

own.

She said the most essential thing 

she has learned through her experi-

ences is how crucial the first day of 

class is with a new teacher.

“Going in that first day of school 

and really being pretty strict and really 

setting up rules and expectations right 

away is really important to set the 

tone for the rest of the year,” she said.

After finishing a year at Mollison, 

Utley transferred to Carson Elemen-

tary. She quickly adjusted to a sixth-

grade classroom for two years, and 

then was promoted to literacy coach.

Her principal, Javier Arriola, said 

MSU College of Education alumni are 

distinguished from the other staff 

members because of their innate 

sense of curiosity.

“What I see about MSU-educated 

teachers is that they have passion for 

teaching, but they’re also not fully 

satisfied with what we are doing, so 

they ask questions,” Arriola said. “They 

understand teaching is a moving 

target.”

Utley finds comfort in the five 

other MSU graduates that also teach at 

her school.

“Having that MSU bond definitely 

helps,” she said. “A lot of them come 

from the same experiences as myself 

and they came here with the same 

education. We all have very similar 

viewpoints when it comes to working 

with students.”

Fellow Spartan Stephanie Mulder 

also works as the other literacy coach 

at Carson. Mulder and Utley are the 

only literacy coaches in the school and 

are responsible for working with both 

teachers and students.

Mulder is 

going into her 

10th year of 

teaching since 

graduating from 

MSU. She said 

the most valuable 

thing she has 

learned through teaching is how to re-

late to students and get them engaged 

in literacy and learning.

“My goal is to try and pinpoint 

what their frustrations are in learning 

and particularly in regards to reading,” 

she said. “And hopefully after address-

ing those issues, supporting students 

as much as possible and allowing 

them to have successes.”

Utley said she loves her job 

because the students she works with 

become so eager to learn. She hopes to 

continue her education and eventually 

open her own school.

“I’m interested in the charter 

schools they have here,” she said. 

“They are run by Chicago Public 

Schools and other companies.”

She plans on staying in Chicago to 

open the school and doesn’t want to 

leave the area any time soon, she said.

“There’s just always something to 

do,” she said. “It’s such a fun place. 

Having such young people around all 

the time makes it a great place to live 

and work.”

Success in Big-City 
Classrooms

spartans in chicago

More than 115 Michigan State University graduates 

have been hired by Chicago Public Schools since 

fall 2000.

KRISTINA UTLEY, MANY MSU ALUMS MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN CHICAGO  >> Lindsay Machak
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Like the forms of literacy it stud-

ies, LARC—the Literacy Achievement 

Research Center—has grown more 

complex.

In the good sense of the word.

The nation’s largest literacy 

research center is as large as it’s ever 

been, with 26 principal investigators 

and 45 research assistants across five 

campus departments, their bylines in 

more than 150 publications in the last 

two years alone.

Although LARC scholars have al-

ways used a variety of research meth-

ods, their collective work is becoming 

increasingly multidisciplinary—

covering everything from poetry 

knowledge and parental involvement 

to e-learning foreign languages and 

virtual history lessons.

They study how students of all 

ages and abilities learn to comprehend 

and compose, erasing lines between 

Like the forms of literacy it stud-

ies, LARC—the Literacy Achievement

Research Center—has grown more

complex.

I th d f th dLARCLARC
Conquering 

Complex 
Literacies

Q&A

A CONVERSATION WITH THE CO-DIRECTORS  >> Nicole Geary
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L A R C

research and everyday practice, ma-

terializing a mission statement that 

was recently updated to more fully 

recognize their strengths.

And they have a new director.

Award-winning literacy researcher 

Douglas K. Hartman joined the Col-

lege of Education from the University 

of Connecticut this fall, assuming 

co-leadership with Nell K. Duke. The 

professor of language and literacy 

brings an accomplished record of 

scholarship with expertise relevant 

to today’s pressing topics, especially 

as teacher education attempts to 

conquer the complex new literacies of 

online reading and writing.

Hartman joins Duke in overseeing 

an ambitious, and visible, agenda.

Last academic cycle alone, LARC 

posted informational reading compre-

hension assessments free online for 

educators, co-hosted its third summer 

Literacy Institute with the National 

Geographic Society, and saw center 

Principal Investigator Patricia Edwards 

become vice president of the Inter-

national Reading Association. Adding 

to the collection of public resources 

developed by LARC, MSU also is in 

negotiations with Scholastic Inc. to go 

national with a DVD that was created 

to give Michigan child care providers 

effective literacy-building strategies.

With Hartman, Duke plans to 

continue upholding the premise she 

and late luminary Michael Pressley 

envisioned when they launched LARC 

five years ago, expanding the pool of 

thinkers who influence literacy schol-

arship across campus and venturing 

further toward the possibilities that 

an increasingly global—and digital—

environment holds for literacy.

The New Educator sat the two direc-

tors down for a conversation early in 

the academic year.

Q So, what attracted you to 

MSU?

DOUG: I knew about the great work 

in literacy that colleagues were doing 

here, and the important role that LARC 

played in supporting that work. Previ-

ous research centers have tended to 

be narrow in focus. It was the breadth 

of LARC that caught my eye, that you 

could imagine 25 or so colleagues, often 

who spoke in different discourses, will-

ing to be a confederacy, if you will, in 

sharpening each other’s work . . . LARC 

is the ideal. It’s situated in an accom-

plished college and university, oriented 

to take on the complex literacy chal-

lenges of a new century.

Q What does Doug’s arrival mean

for LARC?

NELL: It means senior leadership and 

cutting-edge scholarship. Doug looks 

at literacy but he also looks at pre-ser-

vice teachers, and their intersection. 

The need for really top-notch scholar-

ship in those areas is very high. And 

we were looking for a headline maker. 

Doug brings that, the buzz, which 

really does matter . . . He also brings 

senior editorship at the Journal of 

Literacy Research, which has a history 

of publishing lots of different kinds 

of research, from a lot of different 

backgrounds. The journal’s tradition 

and where it’s going is a nice match to 

how we’ve tried to define the center.

DOUG: I’ve always worked well with 

good teams and Nell and her col-

leagues are really great team players 

. . . in the sense that they can do it all, 

by playing defense and offense. Nell is 

a good example of that because she is 

a first-rate researcher, but on a turn of 

a dime, she can talk to a teacher in a 

first-grade classroom and just connect 

in profound ways, so that the teacher 

is not doing the same things the next 

day. That’s emblematic of others 

here. There’s this deep commitment 

to strong scholarship and classroom 

practice. That’s been there all along 

for LARC.

Q Why is the work we do in literacy 

so important?

NELL: Literacy mediates learning in 

every content area. The degree to 

which someone can learn in science 

actually depends on literacy skills. 

And literacy mediates every job to 

some degree, every field and profes-

sion. There’s not much you can exam-

ine or think about or achieve if you 

take reading, writing, speaking, listen-

ing, viewing and visually representing 

out of the equation.

DOUG: Literacy is also important 

because it’s been institutionalized in 

recent times through No Child Left 

Behind, which really puts it on peo-

ple’s radars—because of the funding, 

because of the assessment, because 

of the prominence in the media. But 

pre-NCLB, literacy also had the eye of 

larger society.

Q In the really big picture, what would 

you say LARC is trying to accomplish?

NELL: We’re trying to figure out how to 

prepare kids to be readers and writers 

in the current environment of texts, 

and the future environment of texts. 

That’s really a big nut we are trying to 

crack.

DOUG: The way I’ve heard that ex-

pressed often is, ‘We need to prepare 

students for their literate futures, not 

our past.’

Q Okay, but 

what do you 

mean when you 

say LARC tends to 

specialize in com-

plex literacies?

NELL: Research in LARC is largely fo-

cused on understanding how students 

learn to comprehend, compose and 

critique entire texts, not how students 

learn to read and write individual 

words—which is an important topic, 

but one that is addressed extensively 

in other places. LARC researchers are 

interested in how students develop 

literacy of complex genres: poetry, 

content-rich informational texts, so-

phisticated narrative texts and a wide 

variety of digital genres. We strive 

to figure out how to help students 

become literate for the textual world 

of today and tomorrow.

mission

To promote and coordinate research eff orts to 

develop complex literacies across the lifespan 

through multi-disciplinary research

.
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Q Doug, you study “new literacies.” 

What does that really involve?

DOUG: The new literacies are those 

reading and writing strategies that are 

distinctive to communicating through 

the Internet and other digital commu-

nication technologies. Online literacy 

requires skills and knowledge that 

can be different from those neces-

sary to read and write print offline. 

For example, when reading offline, 

teens are usually asked questions by a 

teacher after they read an article to see 

if they understood 

the informa-

tion. But online, 

teens come to 

the Internet 

with questions 

of their own in 

mind before they 

read information 

on a web page. 

When questions 

are asked and who is asking them is no 

small matter when it comes to reading 

comprehension. Ensuring that teens 

know how to pose productive ques-

tions when setting out to read online 

takes on greater prominence.

Also, offline, there is ample 

evidence that effective teen readers 

parse a single article or chapter down 

to its key points, prioritize those 

points and then stitch them together 

into a summary of what they’ve 

read. Online, though, a number of 

profound challenges are introduced: 

the number of texts to be read and 

summarized is increased manyfold, 

the quality of information is vari-

able (some have more trustworthy 

information than others), the form 

information is communicated varies 

across sites, like blogs, wikis, e-mails, 

discussion boards, all of which make 

the parsing, prioritizing and recon-

necting more complex and skill-

intensive. There’s plenty of evidence 

that teens get lost in the vertigo of 

textual material online or latch onto 

one simple factoid, thinking it is the 

be and end all to understanding an 

idea, concept, person or event.

Q What are the challenges of doing re-

search and professional development 

in this area?

DOUG: Change. Who knew a year ago 

that Twitter would be ubiquitous? 

Who would have anticipated three 

years ago that wikis would be in such 

favor today? The sea of rapidly shift-

ing applications used for the new lit-

eracies is dynamic beyond compare. 

The 500-year culture of analog print 

and books never evolved this quickly. 

It is the rapidity of these digital shifts 

that will probably mark this era of lit-

eracy’s history as epochal . . . though 

time will give us a better perspective 

on the moment we’re living through 

right now. The practical challenge 

Cindy Okolo and Carol Sue En-

glert had their blueprint six years ago.

They would build a museum, fill 

it with artifacts and surround the 

exhibits with interactive tour guides. 

It would be an experimental environ-

ment, a place where all guests might 

discover deeper understandings of 

history.

Since then, some 2,000 students 

and teachers—the primary admit-

ted visitors—have logged on to click 

and type their way through learning 

activities from school computer labs 

in Lansing, Grand Ledge and Portland, 

Mich.

Six school districts in Indiana have 

signed on to try it this school year, and 

the researchers soon hope to launch a 

version for high school students now 

under testing.

Englert and Okolo have shown 

that their Virtual History Museum, 

funded by the U.S. Department of 

Education and designed initially for 

middle school students, can make 

history content more accessible and 

engaging—especially for students with 

learning disabilities.

That’s because the VHM places 

the types of information typically 

found on dry textbook pages or 

masses of disconnected Web pages 

on one organized site with built-in 

activities—plus extras like individual 

“historian notebooks” for kids and an 

online grade book for teachers, among 

other management tools. Teachers 

can choose from a growing list of 70 

public exhibits—such as “A History 

of Early Medicine” and “The Arms 

Race”—or they can build their own, 

drawing from more than 1,000 texts, 

images, audios or videos.

Perhaps more importantly, the 

VHM gives teachers tools to differenti-

larc, by the numbers

• 26 principal investigators*

• 45 research assistants

• 152 publications in 2007 and 2008 alone

• 55,353 visits to LARC web pages (Jan.–Sept. ’08)

• $10,400,177, external funding since inception (as 

of March ’08)

* Excluding Donna Scanlon, who joins LARC in fall 2009.

S P O T L I G H T

The Virtual History Museum

Cindy Okolo and Carol Sue Englert.
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ate assignments for students in mixed 

general and special education class-

rooms. For example, some students 

can be directed through a series of on-

screen prompts for a persuasive essay, 

asking for supporting arguments one 

at a time, while others see one large 

box for their entry. All text on the 

VHM also can be played aloud though 

a text-to-speech feature that’s been 

popular even among strong readers.

The principal investigators and 

their team continue analyzing assess-

ment and interview data represent-

ing 500 students, of which about 20 

percent have mild disabilities.

“What we suspected was that 

whatever would help kids who are 

identified as having disabilities would 

also help kids in general education,” 

said Okolo, noting they compared the 

VHM to traditional textbook learning. 

“Kids who use the VHM know more 

factual information and they, by our 

measures, develop a richer under-

standing of history.

“It’s shown that kids, when given 

the proper support, can learn sophisti-

cated content.”

Those are important findings for 

special education research on social 

studies, which, Okolo says, is the least 

represented subject area in the special 

education literature.

A project of the Literacy Achieve-

ment Research Center, the VHM also 

offers significant insights about how 

students write about history, develop 

historical thinking strategies, evaluate 

source credibility, interpret images 

and more.

“History is fascinating, the story of 

people and the past,” Okolo said. “It’s 

a great domain to have kids practice 

problem-solving and literacy.”

The team also is piloting a compo-

nent that could soon allow students 

to create their own exhibits for other 

students. The curator role is currently 

reserved for teachers.

Visit vhm.msu.edu to learn more. 

Visitors must register and create a log-in.

for work in new literacies is studying 

these new reading and writing tools 

quickly enough so we have rigorous 

enough information that can be help-

ful for curricular and instructional 

decisions in today’s classrooms . . . 

and to do it all before a new literacy 

strategy or tool falls out of favor. It’s 

ever more apparent that we need to 

equip our teens to know how to learn 

on their own . . . and to design school 

cultures that have high adaptive 

capacity.

Q LARC is really committed to training 

graduate students, as well, right?

NELL: From the beginning, we said that 

part of our mission was to train the 

next generation of literacy scholar-

leaders. We’re interested in mecha-

nisms for providing intense training 

for our doctoral students. Doug brings 

a lot of experience in terms of think-

ing about how to develop doctoral 

students, and for the current context. 

That is much more difficult than it 

was 25 years ago. New scholars have to 

know a lot more methodologies; they 

have to really be able to move in and 

out of the realm of practice and re-

search comfortably. They have to have 

at least some knowledge in a whole lot 

more research topics.

Q How well poised is LARC to take on 

all these challenges?

DOUG: I think we are very well 

poised . . . because of the expertise in 

place, the capacities that have been 

developed, and the potential. Where 

on the planet can you find more 

than 25 researchers in one institution 

studying a construct as important as 

literacy, with nearly 50 research as-

sistants who are supported by funding 

from key agencies and foundations?

NELL: The College of Education has a 

long tradition—perhaps because we 

are a land-grant university—of being 

on the cutting-edge in terms 

of understanding how to make the 

work we do here at the university 

relevant and implemented in real 

classrooms. That’s a tradition I value. 

Within the center, we have a lot 

of people who spend a lot of time 

thinking about that research-practice 

connect or disconnect, and who work 

on it actively.

We’re well poised topically, be-

cause we have Doug and others who 

have really thought a lot about the 

kinds of comprehension and produc-

tion demands posed by today’s and 

tomorrow’s classrooms. And we are 

well poised because we are not ivory 

towerish as a group. We’re convinced 

that what we’re doing only really mat-

ters if it actually improves complex 

literacy skills. That’s a 

definite strength of our 

center and our college. » On the Web

www.msularc.org

L A R C
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THE POWER OF
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CERTO, APOL ADVOCATE FOR TEACHING, 
EXPANDING THE ART IN SCHOOLS 
>> Nicole Geary

They first glimpsed the possibilities during an overdue 

kitchen table conversation.

The prospective educators they could inspire.

The bridges to children still unbuilt.

Their mutual love for the craft.

Poetry.

Laura Apol and Janine Certo, two talented writers, true 

believers of teaching, imagined themselves capturing the 

world’s great poems lost along the way to classrooms, chan-

neling their passion into effective education models for the 

often-avoided genre.

Together.

They had traveled separate, distinguished paths as 

scholars of literature and writing education. But since that 

casual meeting, at the close of the 2006–07 academic year, 

they have become a sort-of unstoppable pair of poetry 

pioneers.

More than imagination, they have quantifiable data 

showing their approach to improving pre-service teachers’ 

poetry understandings makes a difference.

They expect to complete a children’s collection of po-

etry from the work of poets laureate (their rebellion against 

watered-downed rhymes) within a year.

Talk with them for a minute about their plans to 

continue research in teacher education, their upcoming 

projects in the field and a million yet-to-unfold ideas. You 

can feel the growing excitement Certo and Apol share as 

colleagues.

And the momentum.

They are building recognition for the genre as a valu-

able scholarly enterprise in this College of Education and 

beyond, taking steps toward growing appreciation for the 

art in society at large—even while an era of accountability 

emphasizes basics in schools.

The latest: Nearly $40,000 from the Spencer Founda-

tion to study kids’ poetry knowledge and development in a 

local, urban school district, starting this winter.

“Spencer doesn’t fund luxuries,” said Certo, who re-

ceived the prestigious grant. “They fund progressive work 

that is supposed to improve education globally, to make 

the world a better place.”

Early Blossoming inside Erickson

Apol remembers that she was in the car, on the way to run 

a marathon in Washington, D.C., when she and her com-

panion had the idea.

Trillium.

A public poetry reading for the College of Education, to 

be held each spring. .
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Poem for Those 
Who Don’t Teach

Janine L. Certo

So much depends on the professor

in winter. 8:30 am shoes clack

in halls to class: podium, screen,

desks, and tight-skinned youth.

Somewhere, someone

is wondering what the hell

they’re doing with their life.

Not us. We’re the lucky

ones, making medicine, politics,

poetry, music, social science

complex, so sad and beautiful.

Don’t tell me the university

is a bubble. Don’t say those

who can, do; those who can’t,

teach. When the Israeli professor

shielded students at Virginia Tech,

that was love. Booker T. fought

for books, study “of things

themselves,” illumination

of experience. Anne Sullivan

marched Helen to the pump,

pumped water to hand, spelled

W-A-T-E-R over, over again,

opened up a world for her in

WATER. So when the Red

Cedar melts and summer

halls are dark to nowhere,

somewhere a parent already

dreads dropping off  the

child, taking trip after trip

from car to dorm, the sadness

growing quiet as the blue

heron rises. But for today,

it is spring on a bridge,

and professor and student

get to watch the bird climb.

So much depends.

Why Glori Hates Dogs

Laura Apol

Glori tells one story with two sets of dogs:

Rwandan dogs and the dogs of the Europeans.

At the start of the story, Ecole Technique Officielle

became haven for whites and Rwandans—

Europeans and Tutsis taking refuge together.

Outside the school walls there were bodies

and machetes.

Inside, there were UN soldiers and guns:

peacekeepers, they were called.

As if terror and peace were the same.

Glori tells how the soldiers would not stop the killers,

would not redirect their mission, would not shoot

to protect the living or the soon-to-be dead.

Fearing disease, the soldiers shot instead

Rwandan dogs that fed on Tutsi corpses

at the gate.

The patient killers looked on in peace.

This is one reason that Glori hates dogs.

But there is another:

Trucks came for the waiting whites

—the ex-pats, soldiers and priests.

Trucks left behind the black Rwandans

—women, children and men.

Twenty-five hundred Tutsis

were killed when the trucks pulled away.

No room on the trucks for babies with black skin.

Then Glori adds:

The whites didn’t want their dogs to be killed.

So they took them along.

They left the Tutsi children; they saved 

their dogs instead.

She says this with a rage so pure,

I know I am looking into the face of God.

if you go . . .

The next Trillium Evening of Poetry in the College of 

Education will be held April 22, 2009 at Erickson Hall.

It was 1998. Apol and her colleague—professor Joseph 

(Jay) Featherstone, also an accomplished poet—were the 

featured readers, with open mic time for students, faculty 

and staff. The turnout was fantastic; almost 80 people 

attended and dozens read their own poems or poems they 

admired by others.

Support within the college persisted after that first suc-

cessful event, taking the form of colleagues and administra-

tors who provided constructive ways to think about poetry 

as part of a professional identity in education—more than 

a hobby.

“I’m very grateful to be in a department and college that 

values the role poetry can play in an academic environ-

ment,” Apol said. “Dean Carole Ames and the various TE 

department chairs have always encouraged this creative 

work as a scholarly pursuit, and in a college of education, 

that’s a rare thing.”

Trillium, too, continued and still occurs twice each 

academic year, often melding into vibrant and welcome 

expressions of not only poetry readings, but also music and 

visual arts.

After the first Trillium, Apol, now an associate professor 

of teacher education, received a Lilly Teaching Fellowship 

from Michigan State University for the following school 

year. She used it to develop a master’s level course on read-

ing and writing poetry, an option specifically for educators.

She also saw the need for bringing poetry to under-

graduates. She had been to creative writing courses offered 

elsewhere on campus, and often saw teacher education 

students mystified about linking their new poetry skills 

with their future careers as teachers.

But she had to return to her regular teaching load and 

only taught the poetry course once.

“It took until Janine got here with her interest in writ-

ing theory and poetry for us to talk about getting an ongo-

ing course on the books,” Apol said.

Poets, Educators, Scholars

“. . . when the arts and aesthetics are left out, where does 

the soul go?” Certo says.

And Apol: “Poetry makes us human. It reminds us who 

we are . . .”

Their perspectives as devoted artists come tumbling 

forth when they are asked to consider the consequences of 

children getting little exposure to poetry or, worse, none 

at all.

“The kinds of genres in schools are the ones that are 

typically tested, so often times, poetry isn’t represented,” 

said Certo, an assistant professor of teacher education. “By 

the same token, it’s pretty unusual for a college of educa-

tion to require that teachers have some type of poetry skill 

and interpretation.”

So, the teacher educators in them decided to co-design 

and teach a course, an innovative workshop-style approach 
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to improving pre-service teachers’ knowledge, skills and 

dispositions. te 491: Reading, Writing and Teaching Poetry 

launched last fall as the focus of Certo’s own Lilly Teaching 

Fellowship—an award she earned soon after the pair’s first 

meeting.

And the researchers in them, Certo as principal inves-

tigator and Apol as mentor, created an original 63-item 

instrument to collect a tremendous amount of compel-

ling pre- and post-course data. For example, 15 out of 23 

students—who most likely would be asked to teach poetry 

on the job within a few years—were unable to interpret the 

possible meaning of a provided poem.

“Or they didn’t even take a shot at it, because they were 

so completely lost,” Apol said. “They couldn’t have told you 

the last time they had read a poem. If they had written a 

poem, they’d written a rhymed love poem. And suddenly, by 

the end of the course, they had a whole portfolio of poetry.”

Special education senior Meryl McLaughlin, who took 

the course last year, said she appreciated finding poetry as a 

creative way to express events in her own life. But she was 

most impressed with the prospects of bringing the art into 

children’s lives.

“Before taking te 491, I was not comfortable when it 

came to poetry, let alone teaching it,” she said. “My favorite 

part was getting to see the lessons we planned in class 

implemented in a school setting. Seeing how positively the 

students responded really got me exited to use poetry in 

my classroom one day.”

From the Office to the Classroom 
to the Stage, and Back

Apol and Certo selected strategies to gradually immerse stu-

dents in high-quality, diverse poetry, asking them to write 

from a variety of prompts: something in their backpacks, 

a piece of art, an overheard conversation. They brought in 

poets, planned teacher panels and introduced students to 

‘workshopping’—a process of supportive, critical feedback 

that improved students’ writing skills and their confidence 

as readers and writers of poetry.

Workshopping was beneficial to Certo and Apol as well; 

they started to critique each other’s poetry outside of class 

and then in class as a model for students. Soon, they had 

a pattern of meeting before each course, then debriefing 

afterward over dinner, a practice that added a level of 

richness to their research findings and relationship as col-

leagues.

“(The course) gave us the ‘assignment’ we needed to 

spend time together and it was an awesome year,” Certo 

said, remembering how they barely had time to say hello 

in her first year at MSU. “When Laura and I teach together, 

there’s a lightness and humor in the room, which I think 

was helpful for a course where students could really have 

some trepidation . . .”

It also helps that Apol and Certo are themselves poets 

as well as teachers of poetry. Apol—whose second book, 

Crossing the Ladder of Sun, won the 2004 Oklahoma Book 

William Stafford said, 

“The question isn’t 

when I became a poet, 

the question is when 

everyone else stopped.”

.
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RWANDA: WRITING 

Laura Apol was working in Okla-

homa City, immersed in a world of 

poetry teaching and readings, at the 

time of the tragic Murrah Building 

bombing.

And suddenly, she was inundated 

by other people’s written words.

“I cannot tell you how many 

people, who I am certain never have 

written or read a poem before in their 

lives, would come up to me and give 

me poems,” she said. “They would say, 

‘I just had to write this’ . . . It was as 

if, somehow, what that experience 

tapped into was something that needed

self expression.”

Apol was witnessing the power of 

a simple act—writing—for a compli-

cated purpose—healing.

Just over 10 years later, she found 

herself buoyed by that knowledge in 

a place striving to stay emotionally 

afloat: Rwanda.

Award—put it this way: “When poetry is taught in a College 

of Ed, it’s often taught by people who appreciate poetry, 

but it’s rarely taught by people who themselves are poets. 

We’re modeling more than the teaching of poetry; we’re 

modeling how to live like poets in the world.”

The te 491 students are required to go to poetry read-

ings, and to read at Trillium. Last year, a few of them were 

at the Creole Gallery in Lansing, Mich. when Certo herself 

took the stage for her first public reading.

“She came back to class and I’ve never seen anything like 

how excited she was and they were,” Apol said. “And then, 

you just couldn’t keep her off the stage! She went every-

where reading poems, and the students did too.

“We really believe that people who are themselves 

turned on by reading and writing poetry can, with a little 

bit of pedagogical knowledge, be excited and communicate 

that excitement to younger writers.”

The Story Continues

Certo and Apol, along with doctoral students Erin Wibbens 

and Lisa Hawkins, have already been invited to present on 

a panel at the 2009 meeting of the American Educational 

Research Association to be held in San Diego. The Division 

K/Section 7 session will address creativity as a form of peda-

gogy in teacher education. 

te 491 was offered for a second time this fall, and Apol 

and Certo plan to continue gathering data on students’ po-

etry knowledge and skills each semester it’s offered. They 

hope enrollment will grow.

The course is among the options all elementary educa-

tion, special education and child development students 

with language arts teaching majors can choose for their 

advanced writing requirement.

Meanwhile, Apol will soon head to Rwanda again (see 

sidebar, right) and Certo is gearing up for her Spencer re-

search project at nearby Averill Elementary School.

Forty fourth- and fifth-graders there are in for a four-

week journey toward composing and performing their 

own poems, with visits from local and national poets along 

the way. Award-winning slam poet D. Blair of Detroit will 

be among them.

Working with teachers, Certo wants to explore what 

urban pre-adolescents know about poetry and how they 

develop that knowledge, specifically through the contem-

porary, slam and hip-hop styles.

“I do this work because of an activist approach; I want 

poetry to be in schools,” Certo says and notes she and 

Apol will continue collaborating, even on their separate 

projects.

“Poetry is such a way to get kids interested in writing 

and expressing themselves . . . While I don’t anticipate that 

every student is going to come out feeling the way Laura 

and I feel about poetry, I am sure that they are going to be 

moved.”
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falling into,” Apol said of rekindling 

horrific memories. “They can sort of 

go in and come back out. And they 

can use the telling of their experience 

to make a difference.”

As the narratives are written and 

collected, Apol plans to use her skills 

as a writer and scholar of children’s lit-

erature to improve on pieces that par-

ticipants wish to make more public. 

The intention is that those stories will 

be published as curriculum materials 

and literature for children of Rwanda 

and the world—thus expanding and 

completing the healing process.

“The sense of hope comes not only 

through writing stories,” Apol said, 

“but by making these stories public.”

She believes the narrative work-

shop offers a rich model that can be 

used for therapeutic reasons with 

many children, such as victims of do-

mestic violence or natural disasters.

Other project partners include 

Yakov Sigal (a pediatrician and MSU 

faculty member), Tatyana Sigal (a 

psychiatrist and affiliate of MSU) and 

Frank Biocca (an MSU professor of 

communication studies).

“To ask someone to write is to invite them 

to stand up. To ask someone to write is 

to invite them to fight for life.”
Emery Rutagonya, survivor and head of research and education programs, Kigali Memorial Center

 FOR

Her international outreach project 

there developed out of a 2004 meeting 

of then-MSU graduate student Ken 

Bialek, with a mother and daughter 

who, with 11 other relatives, survived 

the genocide of nearly a million fellow 

Tutsis by hiding in a tiny house. The 

mother, Rose Gakwandi, who now 

runs AMU—a Rwandan organization 

for children orphaned by the geno-

cide, promised that if God kept her 

family safe, she would spend the rest 

of her life doing God’s work.

“I think God got a good deal out of 

it,” Apol said.

The year after the initial meeting 

with Gakwandi and her daughter, psy-

chiatric nurse Glorieuse Uwizeye (who 

will begin MSU’s doctoral program in 

Higher, Adult and Lifelong Education 

next fall), Apol and Bialek made an 

exploratory trip to Rwanda in 2005. 

According to Apol, she “couldn’t talk 

at all” in the first few days of som-

berly touring genocide sites. But she 

soon saw the pain-mending potential 

that narrative writing could bring to 

the African region. They discussed a 

project that could truly reach young 

people and returned a year later to 

fi nalize logistics and get started

Now, the collaborative team of 

U.S. and Rwandan partners plans to 

hold a weeklong writing workshop 

for a dozen teenaged survivors at the 

Kigali Memorial Center. The specially 

designed process was tested last fall 

with the enthusiastic young people 

who will facilitate the workshop—his-

torians, sociologists and psychologists 

who themselves lost most or all family 

members to the 1994 killings.

“We needed to know how the fa-

cilitators were going to respond,” Apol 

said. “It’s imperative for us not to do 

more damage.”

The program they developed not 

only explores victims’ trauma but also 

provides them with an opportunity 

to look forward with some hope and 

purpose. The format also allows par-

ticipants to free-write before drafting 

more structured prose, in this way 

moving from private feelings to more 

controlled and public expressions.

“Participants start to realize that 

it’s not a bottomless pit they are 
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UNCOMMON COMMITMENT, PARTNERSHIP PAYS DIVIDENDS 
IN UNDER-EMPHASIZED SUBJECT AREA >> Nicole Geary
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books

by brophy, alleman and knighton

A Learning Community in the Primary 

Grade Classroom. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

(Manuscript in preparation).

Inside the Social Studies Classroom. New 

York: Routledge. 2008.

by brophy and alleman

Powerful Social Studies for Elementary Students, 2nd ed. Belmont, CA: 

Wadsworth. 2007.

Children’s Thinking about Cultural Universals. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 2006. 

(Received the 2006 National Council for the Social Studies Exemplary 

Research Award, Washington, D.C.)

Social Studies Excursions, K–3. Book Three: Powerful Units on Childhood, 

Money, and Government. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 2003.

Social Studies Excursions, K–3. Book Two: Powerful Units on Communication, 

Transportation, and Family Living. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 2002.

Social Studies Excursions, K–3. Book One: Powerful Units on Food, Clothing, and 

Shelter. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 2001.

Powerful Social Studies Teaching and Learning. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt Brace. 

1996.

“It’s what makes the difference 

between trivia and serious learning,” 

says Brophy, who, after earning a 

reputation among the nation’s top 

experts on effective teaching, chose to 

launch into a subject-area specializa-

tion for the first time in the late 1980s.

Alleman, a fellow faculty member 

at Michigan State University’s College 

of Education, was equipped with the 

skills of a veteran social studies educa-

tor and the same goal: to help teachers 

make social studies more powerful—

and meaningful—for even the young-

est learners.

Together, they went on to develop 

frequently cited guiding principles 

for good primary classroom activities 

and continue to contribute a steady 

stream of scholarship valuable for k–3 

social studies, and beyond.

They have been heralded for 

reconceptualizing that barely studied 

segment of education through their 

emphasis on cultural universals, or 

human activities related to nine “big 

ideas” that are part of life in all societ-

ies but not well understood by early 

grades students.

Their book on children’s thinking 

about those concepts, the results of 

interviews with nearly 1,000 kids over 

eight years, received the 2006 Exem-

plary Research in Social Studies Award 

from the National Council for the 

Social Studies (ncss).

But they didn’t stop there.

Janet Alleman and Jere Brophy cringe when 

they see some of the social studies lessons 

suggested in early elementary textbooks.

Hours spent building candy houses for a lesson 

on shelter. Moments peering at drawings of igloos 

and teepees.

The children may be just 6 years old, yes, 

but if their teachers don’t find and illuminate 

connections to big ideas from their own world—

local climate and building supplies, for example—those images are 

just images.

In a rare, long-lasting collaboration 

with practicing teacher Barbara Knigh-

ton, Brophy and Alleman have ana-

lyzed and documented, in fine detail, 

how to truly engage students in social 

studies activities that are structured 

around big ideas with applications to 

life outside school.

Inside the Social Studies Classroom, 

a just-published case study 10 years in 

the making, mixes the scholars’ estab-

lished principles and pre-developed 

lesson plans with the thoughtful, 

tested input of a successful day-to-day 

practitioner, giving teachers a rich 

model for reference.

Alleman, who prepares pre-service 

teachers, and Knighton, now in her 

16th year at Waverly Community 

Schools in Lansing, have witnessed 

their own performances evolve dra-

matically in the process.

“No matter what social studies 

content you’re teaching, this book will 

give you ways to strengthen how you 

teach,” Knighton said. “This shows 

that young kids are really capable of 

going very deep and coming out with 

great understandings of and an appre-

ciation for history, world connections 

and civic responsibility.”

The authors say the principles they 

describe are widely applicable across 

the curriculum and multiple grade lev-

els. They plan to publish another book 

addressing issues of general practice in 

elementary schools, such as commu-

nity building and motivating students, 

within one year.

Tentatively titled A Learning 

Community in the Primary Grade 

Classroom, it will mark the latest 

but certainly not the last ac-

complishment from this unlikely 

group of researchers.

“I really look to them for how 

they frame the questions and 

what kind of insights they gain,” 

said former ncss president Margit 

McGuire, a professor and direc-

tor of teacher education at Seattle 

University. “Jere’s deep knowledge in 

the psychology of learning and Jan’s 

deep knowledge in elementary social 

studies makes them a pretty amazing 

team.”
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Forging Their Future

The partnership started 20 years ago.

It seemed logical for them to col-

laborate then, since Brophy was han-

dling the social studies portion of the 

Center for the Learning and Teaching 

of Elementary Subjects without the 

subject-area expertise Alleman had 

accumulated over years teaching in 

elementary and university classrooms.

They seemed so different at first: 

Brophy was a reserved, research-

focused educational psychologist; 

Alleman an animated, practice-based 

teacher educator.

But soon, while beginning to ana-

lyze the current research, textbooks 

and curriculum in elementary social 

studies, they saw they shared many 

of the same values as scholars—and 

people.

“It’s always been our secret. We 

are both really curious, and we have 

the same work ethic,” Alleman said. 

“We come at things in different ways. 

However, we’re really open to what 

each other has to say and think, never 

feeling threatened, trying to push an 

agenda in really great ways.”

Publicly, they started making bold, 

researched statements about new pos-

sibilities for early social studies, while, 

behind the scenes, they developed 

the kind of working commitment 

as colleagues that somehow lasts for 

decades.

“You can’t really force collabora-

tions,” said Brophy. “Very little of 

what we’ve done was totally predict-

able at the time we started.”

Finding the Right Fit

Brophy and Alleman had been discov-

ering and writing articles about social 

studies teaching 

topics—such as 

integrating other 

subject areas and 

supporting citizen-

ship education—

for nearly 10 years 

when they pub-

lished their first 

book together.

Powerful Social Studies Teaching 

and Learning was released in 1996 and 

is widely used today in undergradu-

ate social studies pedagogy courses. 

A greatly expanded second edition, 

also designed for k–6 teachers, was 

published in 2007.

Meanwhile, hoping their break-

through study on children’s think-

ing could directly inform practice, 

Alleman and Brophy developed .

cultural universals

Shelter Transportation

Food Government

Clothing Childhood

Communication Money

Family living
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classroom units based on the cultural 

universals (starting with shelter, food 

and clothing). They just needed to find 

teachers to pilot the curriculum.

“We had several false starts,” said 

Alleman. She laughs remembering 

the first time she nervously taught 

one of the units in a local classroom 

with Brophy—the highly regarded 

co-author of Looking in Classrooms—

observing her. “I can point to the place 

on the road on the way to Haslett . . . 

where I had this thought: ‘What am I 

doing?’”

The College of Education Excel-

lence in Teaching Award winner did a 

wonderful job, of course, but the idea 

later fizzled in the interest of finding a 

more authentic situation.

That’s when they, after years of 

searching, found Knighton.

She was a first- through third-

grade teacher in her fifth year at 

Winans Elementary School, and she 

admitted she felt least confident 

teaching their target subject area.

“Social studies is far more impor-

tant than most people realize, and we 

think it’s under-emphasized,” Brophy 

said. “That just underscored that most 

elementary teachers don’t get good 

preparation in social studies.”

Knighton was gutsy, however, 

and willing to be challenged with 

these two professors from the nearby 

campus. While they didn’t foresee her 

tant than most people realize and wetant than most people realize, and we 

think it’s under-emphasized,” Brophy

said. “That just underscored that most

elementary teachers don’t get good

preparation in social studies.”

Knighton was gutsy, however,

and willing to be challenged with 

these two professors from the nearby

campus. While they didn’t foresee her

becoming a major, or such long-term, 

research collaborator, she impressed 

them with her analytical mind (she 

was once an engineering major at 

Michigan Technological University) 

and her interest in continuous im-

provement.

“She might say, ‘I never thought of 

that before and she means it,” Alleman 

said. “She’s never taking the lesson as 

a script. She’s always engaged meta-

cognitively with her kids.”

Letting Findings Unfold

So the scholars enveloped Knighton in 

their productive and trusting partner-

ship.

A pilot for a few units led to the 

trial and final development of all nine, 

since published as the three-part Social 

Studies Excursions, K–3 series. One 

year together became 10, documented 

through hundreds of hours of audio-

taped lessons in Knighton’s classroom.

“The more we saw of Barb, we 

knew that she was an unusually fine 

teacher,” Brophy said. “We basi-

cally picked her brain until she was 

frazzled.”

In turn, the trio uncovered an 

unprecedented pool of specific teach-

ing strategies that have lasting impact 

on early elementary students—always 

directed by ensuring children under-

stand the lesson’s big ideas, proven 

through years of observation in mul-

tiple units and grade levels.

For example, they learned that 

assigning children to determine the 

number of countries represented by 

products in their closet, with their 

parents’ help, fosters significant ex-

citement when learning about cloth-

ing (a cultural universal), especially 

among special needs students. They 

determined that co-constructing a 

poster, timeline or map with students 

made them more likely to use that 

item as a resource later.

Through a larger lens, they ad-

dressed the growing need for scholar-

ship of teaching and learning in the 

early grades, they created models for 

teachers that could later be comple-

mented with video and, most impor-

tantly, they re-affirmed why learning 

social studies matters to little kids.

“Through these units, (the students) 

see that people are more alike than 

they are different,” Knighton 

said. 

“[Jere] strikes you as more shy, but listen 

carefully and don’t blink . . . He is a living, 

walking example of motivation for me.”
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“You can be a really successful person 

and not be a great reader or writer . . . 

But you are really going to struggle 

to be a successful person if you don’t 

know how the world works.”

Mining for More . . .

Despite the magnitude, Brophy says 

it’s too early to tell how much their 

collective work will truly impact the 

field.

The impact they have made on 

each other as professionals, however, 

is already clear.

They each established a better bal-

ance between research and teaching, 

with Brophy gaining new under-

standings about how social studies 

educators—and other subject-matter-

focused colleagues—think about cur-

riculum, instruction and assessment 

of learning.

And Alleman, who once put a 

‘Testing, Do Not Disturb’ sign on her 

elementary classroom door when she 

wanted to try something different 

with students, says her collaboration 

with Brophy has taken her to places as 

a social studies educator she prob-

ably never would have gone.

“Jere helped me really 

clarify things that had 

been a part of my 

teaching for-

ever,” she said. “I 

constantly leave 

our conversa-

tions with new 

insights.”

She applies 

those insights to 

her interactions 

with aspiring teach-

ers in the College of 

Education, literally reconstructing 

her courses each year, modeling the 

kind of teacher who truly never stops 

learning.

The scholars’ zest for contributing 

new knowledge is also apparent in 

their forthcoming projects.

Continuing in social studies, 

Brophy has begun a study on what 

motivates students to learn history. 

He plans to ask history and history 

education majors at MSU and 

other colleges why they are 

interested in learning his-

tory and what they gain 

from doing so.

Alleman has enthu-

siastically pledged to 

replicate their chil-

dren’s thinking 

“I marvel at Jan’s energy and her dedication 

to her students . . . she’s always looking 

for ways to improve her courses, including 

ways that most faculty members wouldn’t 

consider.”

about cultural universals study on an 

international level, perhaps establish-

ing resources to study kids in India, 

Vietnam and Tanzania.

She also has a cross-disciplinary 

book about the characteristics of 

meaningful homework, titled Home-

work Done Right, in the works with 

assistance from Brophy, Knighton and 

three classroom teachers who gradu-

ated from MSU.

Although their individual projects 

have shifted, Brophy and Alleman say 

they are by no means parting ways. 

They have shared hopes for educa-

tion and the bonds of never-ending 

curiosity.

“We’ve been an incredible team,” 

Alleman said. “When you dig and find 

gold, you keep digging.

“We keep finding more gold.”
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the value of higher 

   
>> Sharif Shakrani, 
Co-director, Education 
Policy Center

Thomas Jefferson is rightly 

given credit for emphasizing 

the importance of education 

in a democracy. He believed 

education for all would be a crucial 

part of the success of the “experiment 

in democracy” undertaken in 1776. He 

had faith in the citizen and his ability 

to elect wise and virtuous leaders, if 

that citizen were educated to do so. 

Jefferson developed an elaborate plan 

for making education available to 

every citizen and for providing a com-

plete education through university for 

talented youths who were unable to 

afford it. He considered his three most 

important life accomplishments to be 

authoring the Declaration of Inde-

pendence and the Statute of Religious 

Freedom and founding the University 

of Virginia.1

College education is often viewed 

as a primer for life, enabling us to 

understand ourselves and the world 

we live in, preparing us to function ef-

fectively as individuals and members 

of a family, society and the workforce. 

Individuals who invest in higher edu-

cation are rewarded for their efforts 

with higher earnings and significant 

contributions to the economic and 

social fiber of their communities and 

the nation. Since the 1960s, higher 

education in the United States has 

been viewed as one of the most pro-

ductive means of growth. Acquiring 

a college degree is a form of human 

capital investment.

Since the end of World War II, the 

number of young people enrolled in 

college has increased steadily. More 

young men and women are enrolled in 

postsecondary education today than 

ever before, both in terms of number 

and percent of the population. In 

1975, 63% of American adults ages 25 

and over had at least completed high 

school; 14% had a bachelor’s degree. In 

2000, 84% of adults had a high school 

diploma, and 26% had a bachelor’s 

degree or higher. The most recent U.S. 

Bureau of Census figures show that, in 

2007, 86% of all adults 25 and over had 

completed high school and 30% had at 

least a bachelor’s degree. Both figures 

were all-time highs.

About 33% of young women 25 to 

29 had a bachelor’s degree or higher 

in 2007, compared with 26% of their 

male counterparts. These percent-

ages are significantly different from 

older populations (44- to 74-year-olds), 

where men remain slightly more 

likely than women to hold at least 

a bachelor’s degree. Over the past 

five years, the percentage of women 

with a bachelor’s degree increased 

significantly (from 25% to 34%), but it 

remained statistically unchanged for 

men at about 27%.

Much of the increase in educa-

tional attainment levels among the 

adult population is due to a more 

educated young population replacing 

an older, less-educated population. As 

more and more people continue their 

education beyond high school, this 

more highly educated population pur-

sues opportunities to enter scientific, 

technical and professional occupa-

tions that yield higher returns on their 

investment in education.2

The Economic Value 
of Higher Education

In today’s economy, education is 

closely related to economic growth. 

However, it is not certain to what 

extent education is the cause of 

economic growth. It is likely that eco-

nomic growth is an important factor 

in encouraging upward educational 

expansion, while educational expan-

sion generates a greater capacity for 

economic growth.

How cost effective is higher 

education? Does going to college pay 

off for students and their families? 

Most Americans think so. Currently, 

almost 85% of young adults graduate 

from high school and about 2 out of 3 

high school graduates continue on to 

college. Young adults decide to go to 

college for many reasons. One of the 

most compelling is the expectation of 

future economic success. 

On average, a person with a high 

school education will earn about 

$1.4 million from ages 25 to 65. This 

compares with about $2.5 million for 

adults who complete a bachelor’s de-

gree and $4.9 million for adults with a 

professional degree. In contrast, adults 

with less than a high school education 

will earn an average of $1 million (see 

Tables 2 and 3 and for more informa-

tion). Educational attainment and 

therefore earnings differ significantly 

by race, ethnicity and gender, es-

pecially for older and less educated 

workers.3

The differential earnings based 

Today, more than ever before in our history, 

education is the fault line between those 

who will prosper in the new economy and 

those who will not.” —Bill Clinton
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on educational attainment have in-

creased over the past 25 years. Recent 

Bureau of Labor Statistics data (2008) 

confirms that the incomes of college 

graduates, especially those with ad-

vanced degrees, have been rising faster 

than the incomes of those with less 

than a bachelor’s degree. This rising 

differential constitutes the principal 

evidence for the emerging “knowledge 

economy.” As former President Bill 

Clinton wrote in 1997, “Today, more 

than ever before in our history, educa-

tion is the fault line between those 

who will prosper in the new economy 

and those who will not.”

College Enrollment and 
High School Drop-Out Rates

In October 2007, 67.2% of high school 

graduates from the class of 2007 were 

enrolled in colleges or universities, ac-

cording to the federal Bureau of Labor 

Statistics. Specifically, the college 

enrollment rates were 68.3% for young 

women, the highest percentage in the 

history of the United States, and 66.1% 

for young men. In total, of the nearly 

3 million youth who graduated from 

high school between October 2006 

and September 2007, about 2 million 

were attending college in October 

2007 (see Table 1 for more informa-

tion).

As these numbers suggest, nearly 

1 million high school graduates did 

not go to college last year. Recent high 

school graduates who weren’t enrolled 

in higher education during fall 2007 

were likely to be in the labor force 

(76.6%) or unemployed (19.9%). These 

are not the only youth who aren’t in 

college. Between October 2006 and 

October 2007, 426,000 youth dropped 

out of high school. The labor force 

participation rate for dropouts was 

much lower than for high school grad-

uates, at 56.2%. The unemployment 

rate for recent high school dropouts 

was 26.9%.4 Together, these youth are 

missing out on an excellent invest-

ment opportunity: a college degree.

The Cost of Higher Education
—and Not Graduating

Like many investments, pursuing a 

college education can be an expensive 

proposition. Colleges and universi-

ties in the United States have changed 

significantly over the past 30 years. As 

larger populations expand the educa-

tional opportunities and teaching and 

learning strategies move beyond the 

boundaries of college campuses, the 

price of education increases. Advances 

in approaches to research and increas-

ing fierce competition for talented 

faculty members and students do not 

produce a reduction in prices, as com-

petition often does in the commodity-

driven marketplace. Instead, colleges 

and universities feel compelled to 

offer improved and expanded aca-

demic programs, more specialized 

faculty, sophisticated equipment, new 

and renovated buildings and increased 

academic and financial support to 

needy students. All of these factors 

contribute to the fact that college tu-

ition in the United States is outpacing 

inflation—even though the price of 

tuition at most colleges and universi-

ties only partially covers the actual 

cost of education. At Michigan State 

University, as with most public uni-

versities, state support, endowments, 

grants and gifts make up much of the 

difference in the total cost of educat-

ing our students.

Why should students and families 

take on these costs? Because higher 

education remains one of the best 

investments of a lifetime. Despite 

continued increases in college costs 

for tuition, fees and room and board, 

research data shows that these 

increases have not outpaced the ad-

ditional earnings students realize by 

attending and graduating from college. 

The data shows that it took about the 

same number of months to earn back 

the costs of college in 2000 as it did 

in 1970. Graduation, however, is the 

key: the same research data indicates 

that college costs have been rising 

faster than the additional earnings 

derived from attending college for 

students who fail to complete their 

undergraduate studies.5 The penalty 

for failing to graduate from college is 

especially high for students who bor-

row money for college. These studies 

conclude that high school graduates 

with modest academic skills or uncer-

tain motivational factors that increase 

their chances of leaving college before 

table 1: educational status

2007 u.s. high school graduates (numbers in thousands)

number percent

total 2007 high school graduates 2,955 100

Men 1,511 51

Women 1,444 49

White 2,114 72

Black 420 14

Hispanic 355 12

Other 66 2

enrolled in college 1,986 67 

Enrolled in 2-Year College 711 36

Enrolled in 4-Year College 1,275 64

Men 999 50

Women 987 50

White 1,467 74

Black 232 12

Hispanic 227 11

Other 60 3

source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, USDL 08-0559, April 2008

.



n e w  e d u c a t o r40

graduation would be better advised to 

consider attending two-year instead 

of four-year colleges. If they did, 

they would probably realize the same 

earning potential and academic/

technical skills at a lower cost and 

with less debt. In order to maximize 

the economic and personal return on 

their time and monetary investment, 

students who choose to enroll in four-

year colleges or universities should 

give their best efforts to graduate.6

In terms of its earning potential, 

the value of education remains near 

its peak, providing incentive for 

young people to pursue and complete 

a college education. Based on a cost-

benefit analysis over an individual’s 

working life, the expected net return 

from payment of tuition and fees 

and foregone income while obtain-

ing a bachelor’s degree or higher is 

estimated to be between 11% and 

13%. Such estimates suggest that the 

financial returns from investment in 

higher education compare favorably 

with most investments a family can 

make for its children. Although the 

high benefits of additional education 

should eventually lead to a greater 

supply of workers, the consensus 

of experts is that the demand for 

knowledgeable workers will continue 

to grow and the economic return on 

higher education will remain high 

into the foreseeable future.7

Higher Education and 
Economic Development

Over the past 25 years, the movement 

toward expanding higher education 

has attracted a lot of attention among 

policymakers and employers. Higher 

education has become increasingly 

important for the development of 

the nation’s economic well-being 

and survival in a globally competitive 

economy. Today, higher education is 

expected to equip people with increas-

ingly higher levels of knowledge and 

skills to meet the growing challenges 

and changing demands of the work-

place and society. In a globalized 

economy, education is conceived 

as an essential prerequisite to pro-

mote the economic development of 

society, as well as the enrichment 

of individual lives. Thus, it is widely 

assumed that higher education is an 

investment in “human capital” that is 

expected to be the basis of economic 

prosperity in the “knowledge-based” 

or “information” economy—terms 

that recognize the role of knowledge 

in economic growth. The concept of a 

knowledge or information economy is 

often used to illustrate the shift from 

an industrial economy based on low 

skills to knowledge-intensive produc-

tion and services as the backbone of 

the economy. In automobile produc-

tion, the replacement of line workers 

with computer-driven sophisticated 

robotic technology is an example of 

this shift. The discourse of knowledge 

economy also emphasizes interna-

tional collaboration of research and 

development, lifelong learning and 

transferable skills and competencies 

to meet changing workplace and orga-

nizational needs.

A competitive economy today 

and tomorrow can only be based 

on a well-educated population and 

innovative and dynamic research 

and development programs. In the 

age of globalization, the knowledge 

economy discourse has become a way 

to describe the relationships between 

the state, society and the economy. It 

places institutions of higher education 

in an increasingly important role for 

states and the nation because of their 

central tasks: generating and dissemi-

nating new knowledge and innova-

tions, and educating and training a 

highly skilled labor force.

The Personal and Societal 
Value of Higher Education

Focusing on the impact of education 

on the economy is indeed important, 

but it does not capture the total value 

of education to the individual and 

society. Education may be defined 

as acquiring and imparting knowl-

edge and skills. Therefore, it follows 

that the primary aim should be to 

foster the intellectual maturity that is 

required for people to become both 

democratic citizens and productive 

economic participants.

We recognize that the value of 

education goes beyond immedi-

ate economic and societal benefits. 

Educational historian Diane Ravitch 

states: “It should be remembered 

that . . . whether or not individu-

als get a better job with a better 

education, they will nonetheless 

find personal, lifelong value in their 

knowledge of history and literature, 

science and social science, art and 

mathematics. And democratic society 

table 2: educational attainment & average earnings

employed americans (25–64 years of age), 1998 and 2007

educational attainment 1998 2007 % in labor force*

No high school diploma $16,124 $23,880 11.3

High school diploma $22,895 $34,115 30.0

Some college, no degree $24,804 $39,493 17.7

Associate’s degree $29,872 $41,795 9.6

Bachelor’s degree $40,478 $59,829 20.8

Master’s degree $51,183 $71,690 7.9

Doctoral degree $77,445 $98,811 1.2

Professional degree $95,148 $123,542 1.6

* 2007

source: U.S. Census Bureau: Current Population Reports, 1998 & 2008
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itself is dependent on the judgments 

of a majority, which suggests that 

everyone benefits by disseminating 

reason, knowledge and civic wisdom 

as broadly as possible.”8

We must value education for 

itself, not just for its economic value. 

Mathematics and science learning 

are not only key levers for increasing 

productivity, but also teach us about 

gathering evidence and reasoning 

logically. Learning foreign languages 

is a means of improving international 

trade but also a means of appreciat-

ing and understanding the cultures 

and habits of other people. College 

graduates enjoy benefits beyond 

increased income. These benefits 

include increased professional mobil-

ity, improved quality of life for their 

families, more hobbies and leisure 

activities, better consumer decision-

making, higher savings rates, bet-

ter ability to cope with stress and 

increased fringe benefits, including 

more and better health insurance. 

Higher education benefits society, 

too: lower incarceration rates occur 

among highly educated individuals. 

Social cohesion is higher among the 

more highly educated, as reflected 

in higher voting rates. One can even 

argue that investment in education 

accrues interest, in that the educa-

tional achievement and cognitive 

development of children are posi-

tively affected by the educational 

attainment of their parents.9 While 

it is clear that investment in college 

education is a financial burden, the 

long-term benefits to individuals as 

well as to society at large appear to 

far outweigh the cost.

While individuals enroll in col-

leges and universities for a variety 

of personal reasons, one of the most 

common is to gain the necessary 

skills and knowledge to get a good 

job. Higher education and training 

are fast becoming prerequisites for 

employment, with up to 70% of new 

and replacement jobs now demand-

ing postsecondary qualifications.

In addition to the monetary and 

economic benefits of enhanced edu-

cational attainment, studies show that 

regions and cities with greater shares 

of an educated workforce, especially 

highly educated workers, enjoy lower 

crime rates, have fewer demands 

placed upon social services, greater 

civic participation and improved 

personal health. These benefits accrue 

to subsequent generations.10

In 1806, Thomas Jefferson stated 

in his 6th Annual Message to the new 

nation:

“Education is here placed among 

the articles of public care, not that 

it would be proposed to take its 

ordinary branches out of the hands 

of private enterprise, which manages 

so much better all the concerns to 

which it is equal; but a public institu-

tion can alone supply those sciences 

which, though rarely called for, are 

yet necessary to complete the circle, 

all the parts of which contribute to 

the improvement of the country, and 

some of them to its preservation.”

Jefferson’s words are as relevant 

today as they were 200 years ago.
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table 3: educational attainment & expected lifetime earnings 

relative to high school graduates, by education level, 2007, 25- to 65-year-olds

less than high school diploma

high school

some college, no degree

associate degree

bachelor’s degree

master’s degree

doctorate degree

professional degree

0.5 1.0

0.70

1.00

1.16

1.23

1.75

2.10

2.89

3.62

1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0

source: U.S. Census Bureau: Current Population Survey (CPS), 2008 Annual and Social Economic Supplement.
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College Welcomes 6 New Faculty Members

on board for next year

The College of Education also hired two faculty members who plan to arrive 

on campus for the fall 2009 semester. They are Lisa Rosen, now an assistant 

professor at the University of Chicago’s Urban Education Institute, and Donna 

Scanlon, associate director of the Child Research and Study Center at the 

University at Albany, SUNY.

Jeff rey Bale
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education (Language), 

Ph.D., Arizona State University

Bale says his research interests in 

educational language policy are most 

directly informed by his professional 

and political experiences outside of 

the academy. He spent nine years in 

the secondary classroom teaching 

English as a Second Language and 

German in Washington, D.C., Chicago, 

Mexico City and Tempe, Ariz. Most 

recently, he coordinated the English 

as a Second Language (esl) program 

for the Tempe Union High School 

District, impacted as it is by Arizona’s 

ideologically charged policy environ-

ment surrounding English language 

education. Currently, his research 

investigates the long-standing con-

nection in the United States between 

ideologies of national security and 

formal language education policies, 

especially in terms of heritage learners 

and speakers of so-called “critical” lan-

guages such as Arabic. His work also 

looks comparatively at the language 

education policies in the United States 

and Germany.

Kristen N. Bieda
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education (Math), 

Ph.D., University of Wisconsin–Madison

Bieda taught mathematics in middle 

school, high school and college set-

tings, including with gifted students 

and community college students, 

during the past seven years. As a 

teacher and a student of mathematics, 

she has long been interested in how 

people come to adopt mathematics 

practices, such as problem-solving, 

representing mathematical ideas and 

justifying or proving their reason-

ing. As a researcher at MSU, Bieda is 

now focused on how middle school 

students develop competencies related 

to justification and proof, and how 

middle school teachers develop a 

pedagogy of proving. She strives to 

inform teacher education, curriculum 

and professional development pro-

grams, and her research interests feed 

her own instruction. The framework 

of her mathematics pedagogy course 

is built upon the foundational pro-

cesses of doing math: representational 

fluency, communication, reasoning 

and making connections across ideas.

Jodene G. Fine
Assistant Professor, School Psychology, 

Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin 

Fine co-founded the Center for Neu-

rodevelopmental Study at MSU when 

she arrived for a post-doctoral fellow-

ship with the Department of Psychol-

ogy two years ago. Using neuroimaging 

techniques, she studies typical child 

development and developmental dis-

orders such as dyslexia, autism and At-

tention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(adhd) from the perspective of neural 

functioning. Now, Fine joins the Col-

lege of Education faculty as a former 

school psychologist eager to translate 

her neuroscience research and exper-

tise back into an educational context. 

Her current studies, with Margaret 

Semrud-Clikeman, examine how au-

tistic children process social informa-

tion, the reward-response mechanisms 

in children with adhd and the brain 

differences between people skilled in 

language versus math and science.

Douglas K. Hartman
Professor, Teacher Education (Literacy) and Educa-

tional Psychology & Educational Technology, 

Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Hartman does his work on “new 

literacies” deep in the world of Web 

2.0, studying the unique reading and 

writing challenges posed online and 

designing new instructional methods 

to address them. He recently co-

directed the New Literacies Research 

Lab while on the faculty of University 

of Connecticut, following appoint-

ments at Teachers College, Columbia 

University, University of Pittsburgh 

and University of California, Berkeley. 

Hartman also serves as senior editor 

of the Journal of Literacy Research. His 

research on new literacies overlaps 

with scholarly interests in adolescent 

literacy, health literacy and the history 

of literacy. He brings an award-win-

ning record of expertise to his new po-

sition as co-director of MSU’s Literacy 

Achievement Research Center (larc), 

where he plans to foster continuing 

collaborative efforts that link complex 

literacy research with practice.

Laura R. McNeal
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education (Urban 

education), J.D., Washington University, St. Louis, 

Ph.D., Illinois State University

Bale Bieda Fine Hartman McNeal Zimmer
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Dalebout Oversees Student Affairs
The College of Education hired Susan Dalebout (Ph.D., 

Ohio State University) to serve as coordinator of student 

affairs and teacher certification officer, beginning last July. 

She succeeds Joan Smith, who retired this fall after 14 years 

in the position.

Dalebout is a double Michigan State University alumna 

(B.A., M.A. in audiology and speech sciences) who has been 

an educational and clinical audiologist, as well as an associate professor of 

communication disorders. She most recently came from University of Virginia, 

where she served as associate director of the Communicative Disorders Pro-

gram with responsibility for all functions related to academic student affairs.

Among her duties in the College of Education, Dalebout advises candi-

dates for advanced teacher certification, manages student information and 

serves as a liaison concerning university and state (Department of Education) 

policies and procedures. She can be reached at sdd@msu.edu or (517) 353-5054.

F A C U L T Y

McNeal first became passionate about 

urban education when she became 

involved with MSU’s Broad Sum-

mer Scholars program for Detroit 

teenagers, teaching students learn-

ing strategies to ease the transition 

from high school to college. She soon 

shifted her scholarly interests from 

higher education and law to the 

intersection of law and policy and its 

influence on student achievement 

in urban schools. McNeal also served 

as a research associate for the MSU 

College of Education’s Future Teach-

ers for Social Justice grant from the 

Skillman Foundation, also in Detroit, 

before departing to join the faculty 

at Georgia State University. Upon 

returning to join the MSU faculty this 

fall, she has continued researching the 

effectiveness of that state’s Gradua-

tion Coach program, which assesses 

and assigns individual intervention 

plans for high school students at 

risk for dropping out. Often apply-

ing her background in law, McNeal 

also recently developed a curriculum 

module on special education law for 

teachers and administrators.

Ron Zimmer
Associate Professor, Educational Administration, 

Ph.D., University of Kentucky

Zimmer comes to MSU eager to inter-

act with policy students and pursue 

his individual research interests after 

nine years at rand Corporation, 

where the senior policy researcher fo-

cused on school choice, school finance 

and accountability. He asks whether 

allowing families to have greater 

choice in education can lead to better 

outcomes for individual students. 

He has studied choice in the context 

of No Child Left Behind, analyzing 

implementation of the supplemental 

educational service (ses) and school 

transfer options under the law. Cur-

rently, Zimmer is researching charter 

school effectiveness across eight 

states, high school reforms including 

greater autonomy in Chicago and vari-

ous reforms in Pittsburgh.

Pivarnik Helps Government Adopt First-Ever 
Physical Activity Guidelines

Moderate physical activity during pregnancy does 

not contribute to low birth weight, premature birth or 

miscarriage and may actually reduce the risk of complica-

tions, according to a College of Education professor who 

contributed to the U.S. government’s first-ever guidelines 

on physical activity. Kinesiology Professor James Pivarnik 

and doctoral students Lanay Mudd (see page 48) and Erin 

Kuffel wrote the section on pregnancy and postpartum activity as part of the 

2008 Physical Activity Guidelines unveiled Oct. 7 in Washington, D.C. by the 

Department of Health and Human Services. Pivarnik, who was named pres-

ident-elect of the 20,000-member American College of Sports Medicine in 

June, attended the event and spoke on behalf of the organization and MSU.

“There has been quite a dramatic change in regards to pregnancy and 

exercise,” said Pivarnik, who has studied the topic for more than 20 years. 

“While it used to be thought that avoiding exercise meant avoiding harm to 

the fetus, research now shows physical activity can not only improve health 

of the mother but also provide potential long-term benefits for the child.”

 Specifically, the guidelines call for women to get at least 150 minutes of 

moderate-intensity aerobic activity per week during pregnancy and the post-

partum period, preferably spread throughout the week. 

Also as part of the new guidelines, the government recommends 150 

minutes of activity for adults per week. The move toward measuring recom-

mended exercise by overall minutes as opposed to specific time and fre-

quency requirements mirrors research recently published by Mudd, Pivarnik, 

Mathew Reeves from MSU’s Department of Epidemiology, and Ann Rafferty 

from the Michigan Department of Community Health. That study, published 

this month in the journal Medicine and Science in Sports and Exercise, used a 

broader approach toward calculating compliance with exercise requirements 

and found when measured by the amount of energy expended, the number 

of respondents who met guidelines was significantly higher.

For more information on the government’s new guidelines, visit www.

health.gov/paguidelines. —Jason Cody
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BOOKS
Ann Austin, a professor of higher, adult 

and lifelong education, is co-editor, 

with Carol L. Colbeck and KerryAnn 

O’Meara, of Educating Integrated Profes-

sionals: Theory and Practice on Prepara-

tion for the Professoriate, published in 

2008 (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass).

Elizabeth Heilman, an associate 

professor of teacher education, is co-

author, with Paul Shaker, of Reclaim-

ing Education for Democracy: Thinking 

Beyond No Child Left Behind. She also is 

editor and author of chapters in Criti-

cal Perspectives on Harry Potter, Revised 

Expanded Second Edition. Both books 

were published in 2008 (New York: 

Routledge).

Assistant professor of teacher 

education Beth Herbel-Eisenmann is 

co-editor, with MSU Ph.D. Janine T. 

Remillard and Gwendolyn M. Lloyd, of 

Mathematics Teachers at Work: Connect-

ing Curriculum Materials and Classroom 

Instruction, published in December as 

part of the Studies in Mathematical 

Thinking and Learning series (New 

York: Routledge).

Educational technology faculty mem-

bers Punya Mishra, Matthew Koehler 
and Yong Zhao are the co-editors of 

Faculty Development by Design: Integrat-

ing Technology in Higher Education, 

published in 2007 (Greenwich, CT: 

Information Age Publishing).

Kristen Renn, an associate professor of 

higher, adult and lifelong education, is 

co-editor, with Paul Shang, of Biracial 

and Multiracial Students: New Direc-

tions for Student Services, Number 123, 

published in October (San Francisco: 

Jossey-Bass).

The Handbook of Asian Education, by 

University Distinguished Professor 

Yong Zhao, is expected to be published 

in December (New York: Routledge).

KUDOS
The te 150: Reflections on Learning 

course taught by associate professors 

of educational technology Matthew 
Koehler and Punya Mishra received 

first place among fully online courses 

in the 2008 Awards Competition in 

Instructional Technology, an MSU-

based competition funded by AT&T. 

Timothy Tansey, an assistant profes-

sor of rehabilitation counseling, also 

received an honorable mention for 

cep 877: Assessment and Research in 

Rehabilitation, in the blended course 

category. The winning faculty and 

staff teams, along with screen shots 

and descriptions of their courses, are 

featured at attawards.msu.edu.

Samantha Caughlan and Mary Juzwik, 
both assistant professors of teacher 

education, received the Bates-Byers 

Endowment for Technology and Cur-

riculum to study the efficacy of using 

video and online social networking 

technologies for improving English 

teachers’ skills in structuring and lead-

ing dialogic instruction, including dis-

cussion. The two-year, $85,000 grant 

begins in 2008 and ends in 2010.

Roger G. Baldwin, a professor of 

higher, adult and lifelong education, 

received a 2007 Robert J. Menges Pre-

sentation Award for faculty develop-

ment research from the Professional 

and Organizational Development 

(pod) Network in Higher Education. 

Deborah DeZure, Kristin Moretto 

(a hale doctoral student) and Allyn 

Shaw (a hale alum) shared the honor 

as fellow presenters.

James S. Fairweather, a professor of 

higher, adult and lifelong education, 

received an Erasmus Mundus visit-

ing professorship from the European 

Union to teach at University of Tam-

pere in Finland and University of Oslo 

in Norway from March through June 

2008. During that time, Fairweather 

assisted in developing a higher educa-

tion administration doctoral program 

at Tampere and explored the pos-

sibility of creating a joint program 

between MSU, Finnish universities 

and Peking University in Beijing.

Fairweather also was selected to 

hold the Dr. Mildred B. Erickson Dis-

tinguished Chair in Higher, Adult and 

Lifelong Education during the 2008– 

09 school year, succeeding Professor 

FACULTY&STAFF NEWS

Covell Picked among Best by Students
College of Education instructor Cindy Covell was honored by the MSU Senior 

Class Council as one of two Outstanding Faculty Award winners for the 

2007–08 academic year. The awards, selected from student nominations, are 

presented annually to faculty or staff members who exemplify “achievement 

both personally and professionally, through determination, enthusiasm and 

love for Michigan State University.”

Covell, who spent 24 years teaching grades k–8, is now in her third year 

instructing teacher education methods courses for seniors and interns. She 

also has previous experience as a curriculum coordinator focused on teacher 

development and received a master’s degree in curriculum and teaching from 

MSU in 1999. Allison Zolad, a current teaching intern who nominated Covell 

for the award, says Covell made mathematics engaging for everyone in class. 

“She took the time to conference with us individually and with our teaching 

partners to discuss our success and struggles in planning and implementing 

math lessons,” Zolad said. “Cindy showed that she genuinely cared about the 

success of every student.”
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Ann Austin. He plans to focus on pro-

moting work related to international 

and domestic higher education policy 

for students and faculty in the College 

of Education.

Associate professor of teacher educa-

tion Guofang Li received the Early 

Career Award from the American 

Educational Research Association’s 

Division G, which focuses on social 

contexts of education. The honor, 

presented during the annual aera 

meeting March 26 in New York City, 

recognizes an individual in the early 

stages of his or her career who has 

made distinguished research contribu-

tions to the field.

Susan Printy, an associate professor of 

k–12 educational administration, was 

named an Outstanding Reviewer for 

Educational Administration Quarterly, 

regarded as the field’s preeminent 

research journal. Printy, who has been 

a member of the editorial board for 

four years, was recognized for the 

quality, quantity and timeliness of her 

contributions.

Post-doctoral fellow Edna Tan, who 

works closely with teacher education 

faculty members Angela Calabrese 

Barton and Andy Anderson, received 

the first runner-up award for out-

standing doctoral dissertation at 

the annual meeting of the National 

Association for Research in Science 

Teaching (narst) in spring 2008.

Matthew Wawrzynski, an assistant 

professor of higher, adult and lifelong 

education, was named an American 

College Personnel Association (acpa) 

Diamond Honoree. The award recog-

nizes higher education professionals 

who, throughout their careers, have 

made outstanding contributions to 

higher education and to student af-

fairs in particular. Wawrzynski will be 

recognized at acpa’s annual conven-

tion March 30 in Washington, D.C.

Peter Youngs, an assistant professor 

In Memoriam
Phyllis Pietka, an instructor and coordinator of special 

education teachers, died Aug. 2 at age 57. Upon retiring from 

East Lansing Public Schools, where she was a teacher, teacher 

consultant and director of special education, Pietka rejoined 

the College of Education full-time with enormous enthusiasm 

for preparing and supporting the next generation of special 

educators. She applied her own expertise as an effective 

teacher and leader to many roles, including instructing undergraduate and 

graduate courses, coordinating the master’s degree program for candidates fo-

cused on learning disabilities and serving as a mentor and field liaison to teach-

ing interns. She also received her bachelor’s (1973) and master’s (1976) degrees 

in special education from MSU. In the words of one of her colleagues, Pietka 

was “filled with passion for living and imagining possibilities for all people, 

especially those students with disabilities and the teachers who teach them.” 

One of her last requests while battling cancer was that friends send donations 

to the MSU special education programs in her honor, in lieu of flowers.

of teacher education, was named an 

Outstanding Reviewer for Educational 

Evaluation and Policy Analysis (aera) 

for 2008.

LEADERS
Marilyn Amey, a professor and chair-

person of the Department of Educa-

tional Administration, was named 

chair of the Dissertation of the Year 

Award Committee for the National 

Association of Student Personnel 

Administrators.

Deborah Feltz, a professor and chair-

person of the Department of Kine-

siology, was president of the North 

American Society for the Psychology 

of Sport and Physical Activity for the 

2007–08 school year. She completes 

her service to the multidisciplinary 

association of scholars from the be-

havioral sciences as past president this 

school year.

Mary Juzwik, an assistant professor 

of language and literacy, was elected 

publications chair and an executive 

board member for the National Con-

ference on Research in Language and 

Literacy through 2010.

Assistant professor of kinesiology 

Karin Pfeiff er was named president-

elect of the American College of 

Sports Medicine, Midwest chapter in 

January.

Associate professor of teacher educa-

tion Maria Teresa Tatto was elected 

vice president of the Comparative 

& International Education Society 

(cies) in March 2008. She will become 

president-elect in 2009 and president 

in 2010, followed by one year as past 

president. Reitumetse Mabokela, an 

associate professor of higher, adult 

and lifelong education, also was 

named chair of the society’s Gail P. 

Kelly Dissertation Award Committee 

for the 2008–09 year.

Suzanne Wilson, a professor and 

chairperson of the Department of 

Teacher Education, is chair of the 

Teacher Quality Subcommittee for the 

National Research Council/National 

Academy of Education group writ-

ing White Papers on Education Policy 

for the U.S. presidential administra-

tion elected in November. She also is 

a member of a Teacher Preparation 

Study Panel organized by the National 

Academy of Science and the National 

Research Council.
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M Y  S T U D Y  A B R O A D  T R I P  |  F I R S T  P A R T I C I P A N T S  R E F L E C T

L
ast summer, eleven young teachers arrived at University Pendidikan Sultan 

Idris (upsi) and found themselves shaking hands with the country’s top 

 education officials while the national news media took photographs. Not 

only did their journey represent the College of Education’s first study abroad 

trip to Malaysia, it was one of the Southeast Asian nation’s first-ever educational 

visits of this kind from American college students.

The group received many more warm welcomes over the following six 

weeks, as they traveled to sites of historical or ecological importance and settled 

in with the families of Malaysian educators. The experience, which represents the 

college’s third pre-internship study abroad opportunity for teacher candidates, 

allows students to observe classroom teaching in Malaysian schools before 

developing and co-teaching lessons with their cooperating teacher. Meanwhile, 

those who participated in this year’s trip also put aside their preconceptions 

and tried dancing moves, ate unfamiliar fruits, wore traditional clothing and 

even attended a wedding (photo, above)  to soak up their host country’s culture 

before returning to the classrooms of Michigan.

The trip was attended by recent MSU graduates as well as current teaching 

interns and organized by two Malaysians—Kurnia Yahya, who received her Ed.S. 

from the MSU Department of Teacher Education, and Sri-Hayati Kamal, a current 

MSU doctoral student in educational administration. Their role in creating 

a successful new study abroad option represents the College of Education’s 

continuing ability to maintain rich, collaborative connections around the world.

TEACH IN MALAYSIA The Pre-internship Teaching in Malaysia program will 

be off ered again this summer (early July to mid-August). Visit malaysia.wiki.

educ.msu.edu for more information.

I C I P A N T S  R E F L E C T

journey thr

An elementary education major 

from Grosse Pointe, Mich., Becky 

Szelc had always wanted to participate 

in study abroad and she already knew 

some things about Malaysia: her father 

spent about a year there in combined 

business trips. However, she didn’t 

fully understand the vast contrasts 

that can exist between cultures until 

she arrived and felt the uneasiness of 

being in the minority. In the Malay-

sian school, she envisioned more fully 

the prospects of working in her own 

multicultural classroom in the U.S. 

Szelc, 22, says there is no question she 

returned from Southeast Asia with a 

more open-minded perspective. She 

is now completing her internship in 

Detroit.

When I heard there was 
a study abroad trip to 
Malaysia, I was very 
interested. My father has 

spent time there on different business 
trips and, whenever he came back, he 
would always talk about how different 
and beautiful the country was. Since 
I had heard so many great things, I 
decided it was a place I wanted to go. 
I wanted to learn about a culture and 
religions completely different from my 
own. I always wanted the chance to 
teach in a school setting outside the 
United States.

Once I got to Malaysia, it was almost 
like a culture shock, but it was not too 
hard to get used to the new life I would 
have for six weeks. Since I had been in a 
few schools in the United States, I was 
accustomed to the building looking a 
certain way and the teachers teaching 
a certain way. In Malaysia, the schools 
looked different and the teachers only 
taught one subject for an hour. They 
would move around to each class, while 
the students stayed in the same room. 
This is something I will remember. 
Seeing the diversity of teaching in a dif-
ferent setting helped me appreciate the 
small things schools in the United States 
have.

I also will remember the great 

weekend trips that were arranged for 
us. I loved being able to go to different 
cities in Malaysia, especially the cities 
that my father had talked about since I 
wanted to see them for myself. The cit-
ies were very interesting and illustrated 
a lot of Malaysia’s history and flavor. We 
were able to learn about the cities edu-
cationally, but also as tourists, which 
added to a great experience. The cities 
were unlike places I have seen and I am 
glad I was able to view the beauty of 
Malaysia.

As a person, I believe I grew quite 
a bit. I had to learn how to adjust to 
living in a country that was completely 
different in regards to food, culture 
and language. Being so far from home 
was difficult at times, but it made me 
stronger and it made me realize I could 
do anything. In six short weeks, I was 
able to learn and appreciate a different 
culture and different religions. I know 
I will be more open-minded now, even 
within my own country.

As a teacher, I was able to learn 
how another country teaches, but also 
I learned about myself as a teacher. 
Since my students had a hard time 
understanding English, I had to learn to 
adjust my lessons, even how I spoke. I 
knew this would help me in the United 
States, to adapt to different abilities and 
to students who are English language 
learners. Also, my students were not 
exposed to teachers who taught outside 
of the box, so as a teacher who does not 
think inside the box, I was able to bring 
my ideas to teach these students and 
know that I reached them in a different 
way. Overall, it was a great experience 
to travel and teach in Malaysia.

Circled: Renee Liberman (left) and Becky Szelc (right).
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rough

Special education graduate 

Renee Liberman said going to Malay-

sia was one of the best decisions she 

ever made. The 22-year-old from West 

Bloomfield, Mich. didn’t spend much 

time shedding her initial apprehension. 

She found herself happily immersed 

in a daily family routine that often 

involved meeting neighbors near her 

host father’s hamburger cart in the 

evenings and rising early to begin 

teaching most mornings. Through the 

school’s language barrier, Liberman 

saw a different, exclusive system for 

special needs children and the familiar 

dedication of teachers to boost their 

students’ futures. Now completing her 

internship in small-town Leslie, Mich., 

she says the cross-cultural summer 

journey confirmed her career is on the 

right track.

In September 2007, I decided to 
sign up for the Pre-internship Study 
Abroad Program in Malaysia for a 
cultural experience. I was excited, 

nervous and clueless about what to 
expect. When I began to tell people my 
plans for summer 2008, most people did 
not even know where Malaysia was. 
They were even more surprised to hear 
that a Jewish girl was interested in 
going to spend time living with a Muslim 
family. I listened to everyone’s concerns, 
nodded my head and told them, “I will 
be fine.” The truth is, I was very excited, 
but the nerves did not really hit me until 
June, when I received my host mom’s 
name and my school placement: Puan 
(Mrs.) Maznah Hashim and Sekolah Ke-
bangsaan Tanjung Malim (The Primary 
School of Tanjung Malim). At this point, 
my nerves multiplied by the thousands. I 

did not even know how to pronounce my 
mom’s name or the school where I would 
be working! However, all of my nerves 
and anxiety dissipated once I stepped 
foot into my home for five weeks with 
Puan Maznah, or Mak (mother).  

I could not have felt more at home. 
The whole family greeted me, including 
my six new siblings! I was so excited 
and anxious to become accustomed to 
my new home and family. My youngest 
brother and sister took me on a tour of 
our house, where I met the family turtles 
and catfish. Not long after that they 
taught me how to play carrom, a finger 
version of pool. After just a few hours, I 
knew that I was going to have a special 
connection with my family.

I was always surrounded by my 
family, even at school. My youngest 
brother and sister were students there 
and my mom was a teacher. I would see 
them in the hallways and at lunch, and 
was always greeted with a “Hi Kakak 
(sister), how are you?” I loved my time 
in the special education classroom. 
The teachers were quite curious about 
the American education system and 
enjoyed learning and seeing the different 

teaching techniques we used. The short 
five weeks I spent in the school were 
challenging, yet very educational. It was 
hard to adapt to the different curriculum 
expectations and teach with a language 
barrier. However, I learned more in that 
short time about myself, the goals I want 
to hold for my students, the importance 
of global education and the prominence 
in seeing each student as an individual 
than I had during my entire undergradu-
ate experience at MSU.

I will forever cherish the time I spent 
at the school, but what came home in 
my heart August 14th was my Malaysian 
family. Our different religious back-
grounds, citizenships and life experiences 
do not have any effect on the relationship 
and bond we share together. Some of 
the best times during the trip were spent 
at home playing and sharing jokes with 
my family. For every game or dance I 
taught my brothers and sisters, they had 
something equally exciting to share with 
me. As I made my departure toward the 
plane, my youngest brother, Da’iy, repeat-
edly yelled, “I love you Kakak!”
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Mwalimu Earns Fulbright-Hays 
to Study Students in Zambia

When Michelle Mwalimu first visited her 

family in Zambia during sophomore year at 

Stanford University, she was able to see the Afri-

can country’s economic state firsthand.

“I was jarred by the poverty levels,” she said. 

“At the same time, there were a lot of great 

things that aren’t often highlighted in the media 

about Africa. The cities are bustling; there’s a lot 

of economic activity.”

Today, Mwalimu is working toward a 

doctorate in educational policy and a graduate 

specialization in international development. 

Her research involves studying the educational 

structure of schools in Zambia. She was recently 

awarded the Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Disserta-

tion Research Abroad fellowship to help her 

with the costs involved in conducting research 

in Africa.

Close to 600 students applied for the fel-

lowship and about 130 were awarded last year. 

A total of 15 MSU students—including six from 

the College of Education—have received the 

prestigious award over the last five years (2003 

to 2007).

Mwalimu will be leaving for a yearlong trip 

to Zambia in January. She recently traveled 

there to do preliminary interviews with stu-

dents, teachers and administrators in commu-

nity schools. Her dissertation will focus 

on underprivileged students in Zambia’s com-

munity schools as opposed to government-

funded primary schools. She also will study 

what happens to them after they complete sev-

enth grade.

“The kids in the community schools that I 

spoke to over the summer had really big dreams,” 

she said. “They will say things like astronaut, 

doctor, teacher or nurse as job choices.”

Mudd Explores Links between 
Exercise and Birth Weight

As an undergraduate student, Lanay Mudd 

surveyed 312 women in the Grand Rapids area 

RESEARCH NEW
Lanay Mudd
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Two student-athletes, Cole Malatinsky of Holt, Mich. and 

Kate Burdick of Ann Arbor, Mich., were honored with the 

President’s Award at the yearly MSU Student Athlete Sup-

port Service’s Academic Excellence Gala last spring. The 

award is given to the male and female student athletes 

with the highest grade-point average that year. Malatinsky 

graduated with a cumulative GPA of 4.0 with a degree in 

kinesiology. He played defense on the MSU football team 

from 2003 until 2007. He is currently working toward his 

master’s degree in sport administration at MSU. Burdick 

graduated with a 3.9951 grade-point average and a degree in 

kinesiology. She is currently enrolled in the graduate-level 

physical therapy program at Oakland University.

Two 2007–08 teaching interns, Meghan Callahan and Lisa 
Phillips, won top awards in the Michigan Association of 

Teacher Educators 23rd Annual Michigan Student Teacher/

Intern of the Year Award competition. Callahan received 

second place for her exemplary internship year, teach-

ing first grade at Waterford Village Elementary School in 

Waterford, Mich. Phillips won the third-place award for her 

work with fourth- and fifth-graders at Le Baron Elemen-

tary School in Pontiac, Mich. A third MSU teaching intern, 

Sarah B. Martin, also earned an honorable mention in the 

competition for her performance at Seminole Academy in 

Mt. Clemens, Mich.

Amanda Gray Idema, a doctoral student in Higher, Adult 

and Lifelong Education, was elected to serve as president-

elect of the Michigan Academic Advising Association, or 

miacada. During her three-year term, which began Oct. 1, 

she also will become president and past president. Fellow 

hale doctoral student Shannon Burton is currently presi-

dent of the association.

Joseph Friedhoff , a doctoral student in educational psychol-

ogy and educational technology, is co-editor of the book, 

Meeting the Challenge of Adolescent Literacy: Research We Have, 

Research We Need, with associate professor of teacher educa-

tion Mark Conley and fellow students, Michael Sherry and 

Steven Forbes Tuckey. This information was mistakenly 

omitted from the Spring 2008 New Educator.

S T U D E N T S

Burdick Callahan Malatinsky Phillips

about exercising while pregnant. Today, while working 

toward her doctoral degree in kinesiology and epide-

miology at MSU, Mudd has been awarded $35,000 to 

support her research for her dissertation. The fellowship 

was awarded by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention.

Mudd applied for the funding during a class she 

took on grant writing. Her dissertation will focus on the 

connection between exercise activity during pregnancy 

and the birth weight of the child for the first two years 

of life.

“The possibility of finding beneficial information to 

improve health care for pregnant women is exciting,” 

Mudd said. “This is a growing field that we need to have 

more knowledge about and I’m excited about the pos-

sibility of being part of that.”

Mudd also was awarded $3,000 by Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of Michigan to help her with her research, includ-

ing the hiring of undergraduate research assistants.

“It’s so nice to have the undergraduates helping me 

with data collection and entry and to get younger stu-

dents interested in my project,” she said.

Her advisor is Jim Pivarnik (see page 43 for more 

news on their work together).

>> Lindsay MachakWS
Michelle Mwalimu
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On Aug. 20, doctoral student Nicole Forrester walked into the iconic Bird’s Nest 

stadium with the roar of 100,000 people in her ears and the built-up hopes of 

eight years in her heart.

It was pouring rain and she had a swollen, taped ankle hidden from sight—

sprained just three days before during a simple jog.

But she looked up through her lingering disappointment to the stands and 

let the amazement of the moment wash over her.

After limited warm-ups and through numbing pain, she soared up and over 

the high jump’s towering heights three times.

And when Forrester sent the bar crashing down, barely missing qualification 

for the finals in her first Olympic competition, she didn’t stop to cry.

“It’s not like a final destination. It’s just a point in the journey,” said the 

32-year-old from Canada, a person who still chose to compete in Europe just 

three weeks later, and who could barely walk after Beijing. “I left everything on 

the track, so I have no regrets.”

KINESIOLOGY STUDENT 
MAKES IT TO OLYMPICS . . .
AND MASTERS 
MENTAL STRENGTH 

>> Nicole Geary

  Soaring to

Greatness

RON PIETRONIRO / METROLAND
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Tough on the Track

As a veteran world competitor, For-

rester has learned to develop the 

kind of emotional toughness she 

soon plans to research as a student at 

Michigan State University.

She sometimes faltered mentally as 

a University of Michigan high-jumper 

caving under ncaa pressure. The 

path to making her home country’s 

Olympic team, however, truly tested 

the five-time national champion’s 

perseverance.

She missed the Canadian qualify-

ing height by just one centimeter in 

2000. Then, in 2004, she severely 

injured the same ankle one month 

before the trials.

Now in her fourth year in MSU’s 

Department of Kinesiology, the 6'3½" 

Forrester said she has since been 

drawing on her academic studies in 

sports psychology—and the support 

of faculty members —to strengthen 

the mental part of her game.

In the months leading to this year’s 

successful Olympic bid (jumping up 

and over 6'4½"), she relied on frequent 

conversations with kinesiology Pro-

fessor Dan Gould, who began helping 

her develop a stronger, more focused 

mindset when he became her sports 

psychologist consultant—or mental 

coach—nearly two years ago.

Gould is an expert on how psycho-

logical factors affect Olympic athletes’ 

performances, having conducted a 

series of studies for the U.S. Olympic 

Committee in the 1990s and early 

2000s.

 “Athletes who tend to do better at 

the Olympics engage in mental train-

ing a year to a year and a half out,” 

he said. “Each of us has an optimal 

emotional temperature at which 

we perform best. We help (Nicole) 

identify what those feelings are . . . to 

develop a thermostat and adjust.”

The results of that training (and 

their constant U.S.–China e-mail 

exchanges) were no more apparent 

than when Forrester’s seemingly cata-

strophic Beijing injury occurred—and 

she still turned out a calm, phenom-

enal performance.

“If I wasn’t experienced enough 

to stay calm, I probably would have 

freaked out,” she said. “But I was 

prepared for the game. I was aware of 

anything that could possibly derail me.”

Ambitious about 

Academics

Adding to her high-stress year, For-

rester also passed her comprehensive 

exams in February—an accomplish-

ment she called “similar to trying to 

qualify for the Olympics.”

She chose to attend MSU because 

she saw a match between her own 

interests, such as self-efficacy and goal 

orientation in sports, and the exper-

tise of faculty members, including 

professor and kinesiology Chairper-

son Deborah Feltz, associate profes-

sor of kinesiology Martha Ewing and 

University Distinguished Professor of 

educational psychology Jere Brophy 

(see page 32).

“I feel very fortunate to be sur-

rounded by advisors and professors 

who really appreciated my own ath-

letic pursuit,” Forrester said.

Now that she has returned to Ann 

Arbor, where she lives, trains and 

helps coach the U-M Track and Field 

team, Forrester plans to focus on her 

forthcoming dissertation at MSU.

The project, which she expects 

to propose by the end of fall semes-

ter, will explore what makes athletes 

“make the leap from good to great” 

and sustain that success. The first-of-

its-kind study will attempt to apply a 

research concept used in business to 

sports.

While preparing for the Olympics, 

it was difficult to apply her growing 

expertise on the topic to herself as an 

athlete.

“It’s so closely intertwined to what 

I was doing, so I tried not to engage 

and overthink things,” Forrester said.

But, after eight years of riding the 

ups and downs of her emotions, after 

countless successes and failures at the 

high jump pit, she has decided to con-

tinue competing for four more years.

She hopes her discoveries at MSU 

will bolster future studies on athletic 

greatness, and catapult her perfor-

mance to new heights on the world 

stage—literally.

Watch for her at the 2012 Olym-

pics.

“I decided that I don’t want to look 

back and have any regrets, having not 

done something out of fear,” Forrester 

said. “This is when I make 

the transition from good 

to great.” » On the Web: 

www.nicoleforrester.com
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As a high school student, Aaron 

Moffett coached a community swim 

team in his hometown of Wilmington, 

Delaware. Two team members were 

hearing impaired. One of those 

athletes had issues with fi tting in 

and saw himself as different from 

everyone else. “I saw how sports 

helped him fi nd and develop his 

personal identity,” said Moffett, 31. “He 

was able to succeed, and that’s when 

I knew I wanted to continue in this 

area.”

Moffett graduated from MSU in 

2005 with a doctoral degree in kinesi-

ology, focusing on adaptive physical 

activity and the psychosocial aspects 

of sport. This is his fourth year as 

an assistant professor of kinesiology 

at California State University, San 

Bernardino. He teaches four to fi ve 

classes each quarter and encourages 

students to get involved with disabil-

ity sports and activities.

“People with disabilities aren’t 

dissimilar to us,” he said. “Through 

small accommodations, you can make 

an athlete with disabilities do great 

things.”

Moffett developed the annual 

DisAbility Sports Festival at csusb, 

which he organized for a second time 

this October. More than 220 athletes 

participated in 11 different events, 

including wheelchair basketball, wall 

climbing and hand cycling.

The festival provides opportunities 

for people with disabilities of all ages 

to overcome obstacles and become 

athletes. During the festival, Moffett 

said he was able to simulate the shot-

put event for a participant who used a 

motorized chair.

“It was phenomenal to see the 

smile and the tears that it put on his 

dad’s face,” he said. 

More than 200 people volunteered 

to staff the event; most of the volun-

teers were students.

“The big goal of this event is to 

try to enhance the opportunities for 

people with disabilities within the 

university and the community,” he 

said. “I want to teach our students 

how they can provide more opportu-

nities for people with disabilities.”

Anna Ho, a kinesiology junior at 

csusb and a student of Moffett’s, took 

part as a volunteer. She said she was 

able to watch the athletes overcome 

huge obstacles, and it made her feel 

motivated to stay involved.

Her favorite part of the day was 

when an athlete wanted to climb the 

wall but was initially restricted by his 

wheelchair. Ho said volunteers har-

Inspiring all athletes
KINESIOLOGY ALUM ADVOCATES FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES, 
ATTENDS PARALYMPICS  >> Lindsay Machak
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Shakrani Receives MSU 
Distinguished Alumni Award

Professor of measurement and 

quantitative methods Sharif Shakrani, 

who received his master’s (1969) and 

doctoral (’73) degrees from the College 

of Education, was honored as a 2008 

Distinguished Alumni Award winner 

during the MSU Alumni Association’s 

Grand Awards ceremony in October. The awards are 

presented to alumni who have achieved the highest 

levels of professional accomplishment and demonstrate 

personal integrity and character. Shakrani joined the 

College of Education faculty three years ago and serves 

as co-director of the Education Policy Center at MSU, 

a role through which he significantly informs and 

influences the educational community in Michigan and 

beyond. A national expert on educational testing and 

achievement, Shakrani brings to the university years of 

experience overseeing assessment systems designed to 

improve student outcomes for the state and federal gov-

ernments. Among his many accomplishments, Shakrani 

played a major role in revising the Michigan Educational 

Assessment Program (meap) test, developing the No 

Child Left Behind Act and improving the National As-

sessment of Educational Progress (naep).

Holtschlag Honored 
for Contributions to 
International Education

Margaret Holtschlag, who gradu-

ated with a master’s degree in reading 

instruction in 1987, was honored by 

MSU International Studies and Pro-

grams last March with the Glen Taggart 

Award for Community Contribution to 

International Understanding. A former 

College of Education Alumni Association board mem-

ber, Holtschlag has long been dedicated to forging con-

nections between k–12 classrooms and other parts of the 

globe. She realized that goal through her leadership in 

lattice (Linking All Types of Teachers to International 

Cross-cultural Education), a 70-member organization 

that provides professional development opportunities 

for educators through interactions with MSU’s interna-

tional students and faculty. Holtschlag, who recently re-

tired after 30 years teaching in elementary schools, also 

helped lead the College of Education’s pre-internship 

study abroad trip to South Africa for teacher candidates 

and has shared expertise with teachers in Vietnam. Her 

BIG Lesson program, a model for teaching about history 

and science based on community resources, continues 

to grow across Michigan.

nessed his wheelchair into the ropes for the wall climb and 

she watched as he climbed all 38 feet.

“His heart is made of gold because he had the motiva-

tion to do it,” she said of the athlete.

Ho said the experience she gained at the DisAbility 

Sports Festival helped her concretely decide what she 

wanted to do with her career in physical therapy. She said 

she wants to work with children and help them overcome 

obstacles created by disabilities.

“I want to let them know they don’t have to give up,” 

she said.

Bringing ideas back from Beijing

In order to prepare for the upcoming events and learn 

more about disabilities in sports, U.S. Paralympics (a divi-

sion of the U.S. Olympic Committee) selected Moffett to 

travel to Beijing, China for the Paralympic Games right 

before his festival. He learned about the logistics of an 

event of its size and was asked to bring ideas back for the 

American committee’s growth.

The Paralympic Games were held after the Olympic 

Games ended in China. More than 15 events were held in 

Beijing using the same facilities. Events included track and 

fi eld, swimming and rowing. The Paralympic Games are 

automatically put on by the country that wins the bid for 

the Olympic Games. 

“We were told to network with businesses and come 

up with different ideas,” Moffett said. “We need to address 

how we can develop more programs and get more young 

people involved in sports and activities and get them in-

volved in the Paralympics movement.”

In the U.S., the Paralympics are only broadcasted for a 

few hours, which is a shame, Moffett said.

He said he is hoping more people will begin to recog-

nize the importance of the events. 

“So many people don’t know about the Paralympic 

Games,” he said. “It’s called Paralympics because it’s sup-

posed to be as important as the Olympic Games.”

The group Moffett traveled with included 33 athletes, 

guardians and coaches. A few group members, including 

Moffett, were able to watch an American athlete win a 

gold medal in the discus-throwing event. Moffett said they 

stayed for the medal ceremony and watched the American 

fl ag being raised up. 

“Even though you didn’t have anything to do with that 

athlete’s performance, you’re so proud of them,” he said.

With the contacts he was able to make in China and the 

lessons he learned over the past two festivals, Moffett said 

next year’s festival at csusb will be even better.

“There already are people asking us about when we are 

going to do the next festival,” he said. “It’s pretty inspiring.”

» Learn more about the DisAbility Sports Festival online: 

web.me.com/vallesa/DisAbilitySports
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ALUMNI NOTES

The American Educational Research Association honored 

Marisa Cannata with an Outstanding Dissertation Award in 

Division L: Education Policy and Politics. Her dissertation 

explored the process teachers use to find their first jobs and 

how they undertake the job search. Cannata currently is 

doing post-doctoral work at Vanderbilt University, where 

she also is associate director of the National Center on 

School Choice. She received her Ph.D. in educational policy 

during spring 2007.

Chad Casciani was named the 2009 Korea District Teacher 

of the Year. Casciani works for the Department of De-

fense Dependents Schools, which provide education for 

the service men and women and their families in Europe 

and Asia. Casciani was honored for his work in the cities 

of Seoul and Daegu, South Korea. He received a master’s 

degree in educational technology in 2007.

Elaine Haglund received the 2008 Nicholas Perkins Harde-

man Academic Leadership Award from California State 

University, Long Beach. The award recognizes distin-

guished individuals who contribute to leadership at the 

university. Haglund, who received her master’s (1970) and 

doctoral degrees (’72) in sociology from MSU, currently 

works as a professor in csulb’s Department of Educational 

Psychology, Administration and Counseling.

Stacey Helewski was named the 2008 Outstanding First-

Year Teacher in Yavapai County, Ariz., where she teaches at 

Camp Verde High School. Helewski completed her teacher 

certification after graduating with a bachelor’s degree in 

English in 2006. She is currently pursuing a master’s degree 

in teaching and curriculum.

The American Institutes for Research hired alum Young 
Yee Kim to work in Washington, D.C. as a research scien-

tist. Kim works on projects related to the National Assess-

ment of Educational Progress. He graduated from MSU 

last spring with doctoral degrees in educational policy and 

measurement and quantitative methods.

Brian Langley was honored with the Recent Alumni Award 

from the MSU College of Natural Science for his outstand-

ing growth as a teacher. Langley works at Novi High School, 

where he teaches science courses. He earned his master’s 

degree in curriculum and teaching from MSU in 2002 and 

is currently working toward his Ph.D.

East Carolina University’s College of Education named 

MSU alumna Linda Patriarca as its new dean in July. 

Formerly an MSU faculty member, Patriarca joins the 

ECU staff with expertise in special education programs. 

She earned her doctorate from MSU in special education, 

teacher education and reading in 1976. Since then, she also 

has worked at Caldwell College, University of Detroit–

Mercy and the Michigan Department of Education.

Thidziambi Tsivhase-Phendla was named dean of the Uni-

versity of Venda’s School of Education located in Limpopo 

Province, South Africa. Phendla received her doctorate in 

k–12 educational administration in 2000.

In April, David A. Sam was sworn in as president of Ger-

manna Community College, located in Culpeper, Freder-

icksburg and Locust Grove, Virginia. Sam received his Ph.D. 

in higher, adult and lifelong education in 2002.

Tony Santoro was honored as an outstanding first-year 

teacher in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School District. 

Santoro teaches fifth grade at Merry Oaks International 

Academy of Learning in Charlotte, N.C. He received his 

bachelor’s degree in elementary education in 2006.

Martha Warfield was promoted to the position of associ-

ate vice president for diversity and inclusion at Western 

Michigan University in July. She received her doctorate in 

counseling psychology from MSU in 1979. Warfield also was 

awarded the 2008 Humanitarian Award from the Metro-

politan Kalamazoo Branch of the naacp.

Cannata HaglundCasciani Helewski Langley Patriarca Santoro WarfieldSam
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Order online . . . easy, quick with just one click!

The online sale of College of Education merchandise supports 
four scholarships sponsored by the College of Education Alumni 
Association. To order any of the spirited, high-quality products, 
please visit shop.msu.edu and look under specialty shops for 
College of Education — or call (517) 355-1787.

Thank you for your continued support!

A ¾-Length T-shirt 

(s, m, l, xl) $18.00 / (xxl) $21.00

B Ringer T-shirt 

Blue / Black: (s, m, l, xl) $15.00 / (xxl) $18.00

C Hooded Sweatshirt 

Gray / Forest Green: (s, m, l, xl, xxl)  $32.00

D Tie

$28.00

E Scarf

$28.00

F Canvas Tote

$12.00

G Zippered Attaché

$29.00

H Coff ee Mug

$8.00

I Travel Mug

$5.00

J Lanyard

$6.00

K Alumni Pins

$5.00

L Cinch Bag

$10.00

S H O P. M S U . E D U

New logo, 
new look!

A

C

D

F
G

H

J

K

I

E

B

L



n e w  e d u c a t o r56

DEVELOPMENT
DIGEST

to make a donation

To make a donation online to an endowed fund 

established with the College of Education or to 

view a complete listing of funded endowments, 

visit www.education.msu.edu. Simply click on 

“Endowed Funds” under “Giving.”

When Alvin and Irene Arens 

considered making a gift to Michigan 

State University, it was important to 

them that their gift would have a deep 

and long-lasting positive impact. As a 

professor emeritus of accounting at 

MSU, Alvin Arens has witnessed what 

he called, “the development of a sys-

tem where education is not attainable 

for those without financial resources.”

Understanding that a parent’s level 

of education has implications for their 

children’s education, coupled with a 

strong belief that 

higher educa-

tion represents 

a clear path out 

of poverty, the 

Arenses decided 

they would focus 

their giving on 

students who 

represent the first generation within 

their families to attend college. The 

Arens Scholars in education, nursing 

and business are students who will 

graduate and go on to serve as models 

for their children, their grandchildren 

and other young people in their lives. 

It is by serving as a living example 

and having an understanding of and 

experience in higher education that 

the Arens Scholars will break the gen-

erational cycle of poverty within their 

own families. The Arenses specifically 

selected the colleges of Education, 

Nursing and Business (where they have 

established similar scholarships) be-

cause students would graduate trained 

for a “profession.” The Alvin and Irene 

Arens Scholarship in Teacher Education

provides full-ride scholarships for 

students from their freshman year 

through their internship year—five 

years total. This represents a substan-

tial investment, as a new Arens Scholar

in education is identified each year.

Al grew up on a farm in South-

west Minnesota, one of four children. 

Irene, an only child of immigrant 

parents from Norway, grew up on 

the northwest side of Chicago. While 

neither had parents who progressed 

beyond the eighth grade, their parents 

did have a strong sense of the impor-

tance of higher education, and all of 

their children graduated from college. 

Al attended the University of Min-

nesota on the G.I. Bill and received 

a bachelor’s (accounting), master’s 

(finance) and Ph.D. (accounting). Irene 

attended St. Olaf College in Minnesota 

for her bachelor’s degree and the Uni-

versity of Minnesota for her master’s 

degree in library science. It is fitting 

that the two of them met in college.

Upon receiving a job offer from 

MSU, Al and Irene moved to the East 

Lansing area—home for the past 

40-plus years—where they raised 

three children. From 1978 through his 

retirement last year, Al served as the 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Professor, 

the first endowed named professor-

ship in the Broad College of Business. 

This fall, Al and Irene were recognized 

by the MSU Alumni Association with 

the distinguished MSU Philanthropist 

Award. The honor is well deserved, 

especially when one considers the 

generations of families their gifts will 

impact, coupled with the thousands of 

students the Arens Scholars in educa-

tion will inspire over their teaching 

careers. The Arenses certainly have 

made the deep and long-lasting posi-

tive impact they set out to achieve.

>> by Michelle Mertz-Stoneham

Join the 2009
Leadership Circle !
The Leadership Circle is distinctive to the College of Education and 
recognizes individuals who are dedicated to supporting the efforts of 
the college through annual gifts of $1,500 or more. 

Membership benefits include:
• The opportunity to select a recipient of the Crystal Apple Award
• Invitations to College of Education events, colloquia and conferences
• Special communications on research and publications
• A commemorative pin

Contact the College of Education Development Office at 
(517) 432-1983 for information about joining the 2009 
College of Education Leadership Circle.
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Angela 
Marocco
Intern; Donley 

Elementary, 

East Lansing

2006

“My father suffered a stroke 

five years ago, leaving him 

disabled and unable to ever 

work again. My family was 

concerned that our current 

financial situation would 

strain my education. However, 

your scholarship has thank-

fully restored hope for my 

college education . . .”

2007

“It meant a great deal to me 

to be able to personally meet 

you and express my thanks. It 

was an amazing opportunity 

to learn more about the both 

of you. I also appreciated the 

chance to learn about each 

recipient and their touching 

stories.”

2008

“I received my degree in ele-

mentary education with a spe-

cialization in language arts. I 

graduated with honors, with 

a 3.7 cumulative grade-point 

average . . .  when I graduated 

this past May, I walked across 

the stage knowing that my 

education was made possible 

by your generous support.”

Christopher 
Wright
Senior; future 

math teacher

2007

“This scholarship will undeni-

ably assist me in my effort to 

become the first of my family 

to graduate college . . . I pledge 

that your contribution will 

make a positive impact not 

only on my well-being, but on 

the future of every child I plan 

to teach.”

2008

“. . . Since the start of my junior 

year, I have been raising 

my GPA significantly each 

semester. I realize that I could 

graduate with a cumulative 

3.5 out of a possible 4.0, and 

I have made it my goal for 

graduation. This is going to 

take an almost perfect year, 

but I really believe I can do it.”

Destiny 
Edwards
Junior; future 

English/ESL 

teacher

2006

“As a dedicated student, 

getting to college was a 

(financial) obstacle that I 

didn’t know how I was going 

to overcome. With your help, I 

know that I can hold my head 

high and focus on furthering 

my education.”

2007

“After your enormous efforts, 

I find myself speechless . . . I 

know that because I have been 

given a fighting chance, I can 

change the lives of my future 

family. I know that teachers 

have the power to change 

lives and I believe that MSU 

is equipping me with that 

power.”

Alexandra 
Kiewiet
Sophomore; 

future special 

ed. teacher

2007

“Because of this scholarship, it 

is possible for me to attend the 

college of my choice. Since I 

was very young, teaching has 

been my dream . . . As I am 

among the first generation in 

my family to attend college, 

financial aid is essential for 

my success.”

2008

“I have had the chance to con-

centrate solely on my studies 

and have had the opportu-

nity to avoid stressing about 

finances and getting through 

college. As a result, I have suc-

ceeded greatly with my grades, 

education and knowledge.”

Sustaining 
Success
The thank-you letters named scholarship donors receive 

each year offer a unique window into the thoughts and 

success stories of their student recipients. In the case of 

the Arens scholarship, winners can receive up to five years 

of continuing support. Here, we share excerpts from four  

current recipients’ progressive letters.

“You are more than donors to me; I think of you as family . . . 

You not only fund my education, you actually care about 

how my life is going, and that is the thing that makes me so 

emotional whenever we meet. I can’t even begin to fathom 

how two people can change the world like you have.”

—Destiny Edwards, 2008

Alvin and Irene Arens
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The Leadership Circle

The 2007–08 College of Educa-
tion Leadership Circle is made 
up of individuals who sup-
ported the eff orts of the col-
lege in one of two ways: first, 
annual members who made 
a gift at the Leadership Circle 
level* or more, and Lifetime 
Leadership Circle members 
who have provided $30,000 or 
more to an endowed fund in 
the College of Education. Life-
time members are denoted 
below in italics.

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne J. Albers
Carole Ames
Mark R. & Barbara A. Amo
Alvin & Irene Arens
Sally M. Atkins-Burnett

Ann E. Austin-Beck & John Beck
Roger & Nancy Bandeen
Joe L. Byers & Lucy Bates-Byers
Dr. & Mrs.Glenn D. Berkheimer
John C. & Katherine K. Bolger
Cassandra L. Book
Robert & Patricia Boyd
Eli & Edythe Broad
David Byelich
Charles & Lou Carscallen

Joy B. Carter, Ph.D.
Mary Ann Chartrand
Dr. Elaine Cherney
Michael A. & Sandra S. Clark
Marilyn H. Cochran
William F. & Harriette C. Cook
Sharon & D Brant Cotterman
Daniel & Barbara Coulson
Neil H. Cullen, Ph.D. & Elizabeth 

W. Cullen
William A. & Jane R. Dittmore
Tim Dykstra
Patricia A. Edwards
Rhonda K. Egidio
Richard Elliot
Ben & Susan Emdin
Dr. W. Bruce Erickson
Robert L. & Jayne Ewigleben
Edna Felmlee
Drs. Deborah Feltz & Linda Covey
Ellen J. Ferency
Joseph M. & Jean E. Flake
Bob & Gloria Floden
Drs. W. Clark & Lani Ford
Dr. Donna Forrest-Pressley
Michael R. & Margaret R. Foster
Dr. John & Joanne Fuller
Dr. Shahriar & Dokhy Ghoddousi
William & Melody Glick
Daniel R., Ph.D. & Deb L. Gould
Nancy L. & Gerald V. Greve
Marjorie Grove
Betty Giuliani
Helen Goldhammer
Sonya Gunnings-Moton
Mary Lee & Wayne Gwizdala
John & Beth Haubenstricker
Brian & Lisa Hawkins
Mary E. Heilman
Eleanor F. Heusner
Fred & Margie Hubacker
Cynthia J. Hicks-Orth &

Herb Orth
Dr. & Mrs. Michael J. Homes
James G. & Claudia R. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. J. Lee Juett
Dave & Joan Kamm
David & Marcia Kapolka
Patrick Keating
Frank & Loretta Kern

Mr. Terence K. Kett
Dr. Paula R. Knepper
Walter C. & Patricia J. Mack
Jean Maday
Margaret A. Maddocks, Ph.D.
John & Mary Mason
Dr. Jack & Norma Mawdsley
William & Karen Mayes
Charles W. & Constance L. 

McCallum
Sarah J. McCarthey, Ph.D.
Raven S. McCrory
Susan L. Melnick
Wendy & Gary Merkey
Michelle Mertz-Stoneham
Arthur E. & Hilda F. Mitchell
Henry J. & Betty Montoye
Eldon & Kathleen Murphy
Judith D. & George A. Mynsberge
Sigurd & Sheila Nelson
Gary & Martha North
James & Gail Nutter
Timothy & Karen O’Donovan
D. John & Christine A. Ogren
Patricia A. Packowski
Lois A. Parsch
Roger M. & Kim L. Pitzer
James & Linda Pivarnik
William J. Price, Ph.D.
Joyce & Jim Putnam
Douglas & Carol Rearick
John & Sharon Schwille
Sharif M. Shakrani, Ph.D.
Frank M. & Ernestine D. Simmons
George B. & Mary Elizabeth Smith
Mary Smith
Elizabeth L. & Harold Spaeth
Ronald S. Stead, Ph.D. & Rita 

C. Lippincott-Stead
Nancy E. Stein
Linda W. Stephanides
Rick Stiggins & Nancy Bridgeford
Louise E. Stilwill
Jacqueline D. Taylor, Ph.D.
Elanore M. Thompson
Dr. Fred C. & Janet E. Tinning
Gerri Tobia
Elaine M. Tripi, Ph.D.
Judge Thomas & Helen Van 

Tiem, Sr.

Dr. John Richard & Janet 
M. Verduin

Dr. James C. & Rachel M. Votruba
Pat & Jerry Wagner
Ingrid A. Wallach
Dr. Charles & Philippa Webb
Norma Jean & Bert Weening

Janet A. Wessel
Margaret & Hazen Wilson
Woodrow Wilson, Jr. & Shirley

A. Wilson
Dottie E. & Jack D. Withrow
Yong Zhao & Xi Chen
David G. & Francine Zick

2 0 0 7 – 0 8Honor Roll of Donors
Deferred Gifts

Mr. Eduardo P. Arano
Alvin & Irene Arens
Ms. Elizabeth M. Bacso
Larry & Gerri Barber
Richard L. & Sandra L. Barrett
Denzil M. & Mary Jean Bell
Glenn & Dolores Berkheimer
Ms. Julimarie Betwee
Cassandra L. Book
Shirley A. Brehm, Ph.D.
David F. Burkholder
Dr. & Mrs. James W. Carter
Michael A. & Sandra S. Clark
Dr. Robert & Elaine Conner
Francis J. & Colette J. Coomes
D Brant & Sharon K. Cotterman
Dr. Philip A. Cusick
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley C. des 

Lauriers
Sandra J. Eiker, Ed.D.
Dr. W. Bruce Erickson
Ms. Kathleen M. Eritano
Mrs. Susan R. Farmer
Peter G. Finney
Dr. David A. Fitch
Joseph M. Flake & Jean 

Parochelli Flake
Walter & Phyllis Geist
Betty L. Giuliani
Michael & Teresa Handlin
Chuck & Mary (Smith) Hansen
Carol & John Harris
Ms. Claudia A. Heineman
Keith & Beth Hicks
Richard A. & Gail M. Hill
Ms. Sandra J. Hoover
Wayne & Leah Hoover
Mr. Ted T.V. Johnson, Jr.
Mr. Randall J. Kilpatrick
Mrs. Judith A. Kleeves
Dr. Paula R. Knepper
Livix Family Trust

Walter C. & Patricia J. Mack
Jean Maday
Dr. Donald W. Maine
Ronald J. Markert, Ph.D.
Barbara Wenger Markle & James 

E. Markle
William & Karen Mayes
Mrs. Mary Ellen Morrison
Judith D. Mynsberge & George 

A. Mynsberge
Dr. & Mrs. Sigurd O. Nelson
Linda M. Pidutti
Marilyn M. Potter, Ph.D.
Joyce & Jim Putnam
Robert H. & Andrea G. Rander
Mrs. A. Laurice Reid
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Robertson
Dr. Laura Rauner-Rolph & W. 

Patrick Rolph
Janet & David Ronk
Dr. Kathleen P. Ryan
Jack & Lila Ryder
Mr. Lee Roy M. Schiefler
John & Sharon Schwille
George B. Smith & Mary 

Elizabeth Smith
Ms. Nancy M. Smith
Mrs. Barbara Bentz Spivack
Mr. Wesley & Dr. Elaine Stephens
Rick Stiggins & Nancy Bridgeford
Mrs. Kathryn Swarthout
Thomas & Mary Taft
Jacqueline D. Taylor, Ph.D.
Mrs. Cynthia N. Thoen
Deborah & Warren Thomas
Daniel J. & Kathy L. Thorsby
Gerri Tobia
William & Susanne Webb
Dr. Janet A. Wessel
Mrs. Peggy A. Wilczak
Paul & Catherine Williams
Mrs. Camellia B. Wilsie
Dr. Eileen M. Wilson
Margaret S. Wilson

* The annual donation amount required to join the Leadership Circle increased from $1,250 to $1,500 in November 2007.

The College of Education gratefully expresses appreciation to the following donors who made gifts 
to the college between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008, or who have established endowed funds or 
deferred gifts to the college. For more information on giving, please contact the Development Office, 
513 Erickson Hall, East Lansing, MI 48824-1034, or (517) 432-1983.
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Wayne & Patricia Abbott
Anna & Bernard Abendshein
William & Virginia Acheson
Leigh & Robert Acker
Pauline Adams
Mary Adams-Kucik
Genevieve Adsit
John & Ruth Alexander
Penny Allen-Cook
Judith & Alex Allie
Richard Allington
Alicia M. Allou
Robert & Barbara Amble
Wade L. Amiel
Cheryl Amos-Helmicki
Dottie M. Andersen
Donna & George Anderson
Susan E. Anderson
Susan Anderson & Jeff rey Smith
Jeanette I. Appel
Paul H. Appel
Gary R. Apsey
Eldon & Jeane Armer
John R. Arndt
Lori & Scott Ashmann
Dana & Charles Aymond
Janet V. Babcock
Richard & Linda Babcock
Ellen M. Bacon
Elizabeth M. Bacso
Valma G. Bader
Bersheril L. Bailey
Edwin & June Bailey
William H. Bailey
Roger G. Baldwin
Betty J. Ballast
Charles & Susan Bares
Bob & Carol Barnes

Isaac & Dorothy Barnett
Leona M. Barnhart
Lauris & Robert Barr
Victoria & John Barrett
Michael Barry & Linda D. Bair-Barry
Linda L. Bartusch
Julian R. Bass
Virginia B. Batt
Anne & Robert Battani
James & Patricia Beadle
Jane & Gary Beaudoin
Patricia & Kenneth Beebe
John & Susan Bell
William R. Bell
Frank & Celi Benavidez
Joshua & Jeanne Benin
Carroll B. Bennink
Ann P. Berardo
David & Mary Berles
Terry & John Berryman
Gloria J. Beth
Kent & Anne Biddinger
Florence & Paul Bilger
Corinne & J. D. Billie
Roger & Paula Bjornstad
Rosalie Black Kiah
Francis & Suzanne Black
Marilyn J. Black
William M. Black
Tracy & Leland Blatt
Michael & Michelle Blattner
Sarah A. Bleich
Bert & Janet Bleke
Ann & Thomas Blomquist
Kristine Blount
Fermin & Mary Blue
Marilyn & Richard Blue
Paul & Katy Bobb

Charles & Ann Bodary
Murl & Donna Bogert
Gregory & Sandra Boggs
Barbara & Kenneth Bol
Donald & Claire Bolger
Brian V. Bolter
Margaret & Stephen Bond
Patricia & Clayton Borgman
William & Debra Born
Kenneth & Mary Borovich
Marilyn & Thomas Borowski
Margaret M. Bott
Carol L. Bowden
Charles & Virginia Bowers
Richard & Barbara Bowzer
John T. Bradley
Otto & Jodie Brannum
Helen S. Brembeck
Thomas & Julie Brenner
Constance E. Brigham
Fredrick G. Briscoe
Susan & Kenneth Broekema
Elizabeth & Robert Broene
Ellen & Keith Brooks
Theodore J. Brooks
Jere & Arlene Brophy
Deborah Brown Disbro
Dorothy & Ray Brown
Paul Brown & Patricia Grimley
Perry & Addie Brown
Judith H. Brubaker
Susan L. Brundage
M. Joan Brunger
Ugis & Jo Ann Bruveris
Edith M. Buckingham Price
Jennifer & Jamie Buckingham
Susan J. Buckley
Richard & Shirley Buckmaster
Daniel & Carma Burcham
Ralph & Susan Burdick
Karen J. Burgess
Lorene & Earnest Burnell
Joanne M. Burns
Jill J. Burnside
Gertrude M. Busdiecker
Margaret & William Bushnell
Gayla C. Butler
Sue & Charles Butler
Cynthia Calhoun & Mitchell Roll
Mary & Marc Campbell
Robert & Janice Carlberg
Nancy Carlson & Richard Schmidt
Sandra & William Carlson
Judith & Kenneth Carpenter
Janet & George Carr
Barbara & Peter Carras
Raymond A. Carroll
Dr. & Mrs. James Carter
Cynthia L. Carver
Patricia & John Cary
James & Christine Cassis
Mary & Salvatore Castronovo
William & Sandra Caul
Sarah & Ricardo Chalela
David & Laurie Chapin
George & Monica Chapin
Helen B. Charlet

Melissa A. Chase
Edith Cheng & William Penuel
Claudia L. Chester
Joseph & Victoria Chiaramonte
Marie J. Chilman
Carolyn & Charles Chrisinske
Val R. Christensen
Mary L. Christian
May & John Chu
Joan & Robert Chura
Brenda & Stanley Cimbal
Marilyn A. Cimmerer
Dorothy H. Clark
Marilyn Claydon Opp & James 

Opp
Donald & Suzanne Cleveland
Stan & Mona Cline
Marilyn & G. Burrill Colburn
Corinne S. Cook
Steven & Sarah Cook
Francis & Colette Coomes
Jack V. Cooper
Patricia K. Cooper
Iva K. Corbett
Dianne & William Cornell
Jennifer & Daniel Correll
Dennis & Ann Couturier
Natalie & Norman Covert
Patricia & Lewis Crame
Barbara & Robert Crandall
Henry & Iracema Crawford
Keith & Laska Creagh
Nancy & Allan Croff 
William & Rilla Crothers
Patricia & Ernest Cummings
George & Karen Curtis
Herbert & Margaret Cusack
Brian & Barbara Dartt
Elizabeth A. Davidson
Betty K. Davila
Jack & Susan Davis
Marylee Davis
Margaret M. De Loach
Michael R. Deal
Nancy E. Deal
Olga M. Dean
Robin DeBlake & Brent Cook
Julie DeCamp
Cheryl DeLano
Betty Z. DelDin
Arthur E. Dellorto
Thomas & Beverly DeShetler
John M. Dettoni
Janice Deverman
Diane & Lloyd Dibble
John & Nancy DiBiaggio
Tracey M. Diebel
Susan Diebold & Gaenor Schock
David A. Dieterle
Gregory Dimos
William & Jane Dittmore
Thomas & Nancy Doddridge
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Dolehanty
Nicholas & Andrea Donovan
Gerald & Annette Doody
James Downs & Gail Cotter
Andrea K. Drapp

Leelinda Druskis-Jackson & David 
Jackson

David L. Dubuc
Nell Duke & David Ammer
Lawrence & Janet Dumas
Marvin Duncan & Sandra Fields 

Duncan
Janet & Earl Dunn
John & Gail Dunning
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Duthler

Marilyn E. Dwyer
Stanley J. Dziedzic
Gordon & Eileen Earhart
Maureen & Jack Eckhardt
Pamela Eddy & David Pape
Marie & Robert Edlund
Kathy L. Edmundson
Bret & Anne-Marie Edwards
Pamela & Max Edwards
Ronda M. Edwards
Leonard & Joy Efron
John & Carol Egloff 

Sandra J. Eiker
Ramon & Diane Eissinger
Duane Ellis & Janis Ellis
Jean A. Elmer
Amy & Donald Elson
Lynne & Bert Emerson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Emerson
William Emerson
Jack & Beulah Enderle
Judell Engelman
Susan & Thomas Englund

Athletes with Disabilities Hall 
of Fame

The Broad Foundation
Carnegie Corporation 

of New York
Ford Motor Company
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
GE Fund
The William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Lumina Foundation for 

Education, Inc.
Michigan Rehabilitation 

Association
Michigan State Bar Foundation

Michigan State University Federal 
Credit Union

The Skillman Foundation
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
The Spencer Foundation
Sun Wah Education Foundation
Integrated Design Solutions, LLC
Michigan Association of School 

Boards
Michigan Association of School 

Administrators
Michigan Licensed Beverage 

Association
THA Architects Engineers
Wayne County Retired MEA-R

Between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008, more than 6,200 alumni 
and friends made gifts to the College of Education. While space 
prohibits acknowledging every donor, we are truly grateful for 
every gift, regardless of the amount. The following individuals 
made donations between $100 and the Leadership Circle level 
during the fiscal year.

Associations, Corporations & Foundations
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2007–08

honor roll 

of donors

Louis J. Esparo
Gail F. Farwell
William & Beverly Feitshans
Duncan & Linda Ferguson
Paul A. Fetters
Jerome & Jill Fine
Mary & Daniel Finkelstein
Gary & Catherine Fisher
Jack & Amy Fistler
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fleming
Linda & Richard Flynn
Peter & Joan Flynn
Shine & Donald Folgner
Abigail D. Forbes
Jodie & John Formolo

Barbara W. Fox
Michael & Cathleen Fraga
David & Mary Kay Frank
Marion I. Frazer
Margaret & Michael Fritz
Gary & Linda Fredin
Ruth S. Frost
Betty M. Furtwangler
Michelle L. Gaff ney
Gwendolyn R. Gage
Stacey A. Gallant
William & Margaret Gamble
Philip & Lois Gannon
Carol & Joe Ganz
Beth A. Garvy
Ellen & William Gass
Donn & Patricia Gates
Virginia I. Gawronski
Richard & Patricia Gedert
Janet & Keith Geiger
Walter & Phyllis Geist
Frank & Agnes Gertz
Quentin H. Gessner
Al & Mary Geurink
Ron & Jackie Gibson
Jewel & Melvin Gill
Katherine & Leonard Ginop
Denyce Girard Kerner & Benjamin 

Kerner
Steven D. Gleason
Elliot & Thea Glicksman
Helen R. Godfrey

Cynthia & Frank Goldberg
Carol A. Golden
Cliff ord & Roberta Goldstein
Elizabeth Goodearl
Martha & Robert Goodman
Waleed & Hannah Gosaynie
Patricia A. Gotham
John & Marjory Graves
David & Barbara Gray
Deann Green Haggard & Sam 

Haggard
Barbara A. Green
Kathleen M. Green
Judith A. Greenberg
Tammy J. Griffin
Loretta & Edward Grobe
Patricia & Robert Groeschner
Margery E. Guinther
Susan J. Gumpper
Mark W. Gunther
Noel C. Gunther
Susan & David Gutierrez
Nancy S. Gwinn
William & Mary Haak
Thomas Hadzor & Susan Ross
Ann & William Hagen
Mary V. Hager
Gerald & Patricia Hagerman
Judith & Keith Haines
Mr. & Mrs. David Hales
Elizabeth A. Hall
Herman & Oletha Haller
Maria B. Halliday
Judith J. Halvary
Don E. Hamachek
Patricia & James Hamby
Gregory & Joanne Hamilton
Robert & Elsie Hammond
Kristen A. Hansen
Maxine Hardiman-Jones
Kenneth & Susan Harding
Kenneth & Virginia Harley
Kenneth & Berniece Harper
Carol & John Harris
Michelle & Joel Harris
Kati C. Hart
Patrice Hartsoe & Paul Kellermann
Larry & Margaret Hathaway
Pamela & Steven Hawkins
Betty A. Haynes
Beverly M. Heck
Judith & Mark Hector

W. C. & Gloria Heisler
Louis & Jean Hekhuis
Nancy & Jeff rey Helder
Alda L. Henderson
David & Brenda Henderson
Lynne D. Hensel
Laurie A. Hepinstall
Myra C. Hereford
Orley & Donna Herron
John & Martha Hesse
Gary Hessler & Deborah Mieras-

Hessler
Howard Hickey & Gwen Callahan
J. Russell & Barbara Hicks
Susan & John Hieronymus
Clarence & Kay Higby
Philip & Frances Higley
Ann & Robert Hill
Richard & Janet Hillaker
Richard Hillman & Barbara Burby-

Hillman
Don & Germaine Hillmer
Charles R. Hitch
Dorothy V. Hitsman
Gary W. Hobbs
Phyllis & Harry Hochstetler
M. Diane Hodson
Denise & William Hoeksema
Blair & Olga Holden
Michael R. Hollander
Sharon & Gilbert Holliday
Joanne G. Holman
Julie A. Holmes
Richard & Karla Holmes
Judy Hoofnagle Bloch & H. Spencer 

Bloch
Paul & Connie Horn
Carma L. Horner
Dennis E. Horrigan
Katherine & Stephen Horvath
Nancy & Daniel Hostetter
John & Carolyn Houdek
Cheryl Howard-Vaden
Linda Howdyshell & Robert 

Rossman
Carol Howell
Linda Hoxie-Green
Christine & Carl Huebner
Bonita L. Huerter
Mary & Richard Hughes
Loren & M. Ann Hulsizer
Catherine E. Humes

Carolyn Humphrey-Cummings & 
John Cummings

Gerald & Mary Hunsburger
Diane R. Hunt
Katherine L. Huston
Murvale & Catherine Huston
Peyton & Betty Hutchison
Lorraine & Steven Huth
Maxine & George Huysken
Edward Ingraham & Martha Mertz
Mary Diane Inman
Patricia & Joseph Istvan
Monica C. Jaccaud
Andrew Jackson
Lois M. Jackson
Lola V. Jackson
Norman A. Jackson
Rita A. Jackson
Vlesta & Harold Jackson
Alice M. Jacobs
Ursula G. Jacques
Elizabeth D. Jankura
Denise S. Jenkins
Gerald & Mary Jennings
Barbara J. Johnson
Gunnard & Anne Johnson
Lawrence & Marykate Johnson
Michael & Carmen Johnson
Patricia & Mark Johnson
Patty J. Johnson
Peggy & Andrew Johnson
Carolyn T. Jones
George & Lee Jones
Sherren K. Jones
Michael P. Joseph
Helen M. Justus
Thomas & Jane Kamlay
Hugo E. Kanitz
Gloria J. Kapp
Joann Kappeler-List
William & Debrah Katip
Maureen M. Keenan
Susan & David Keister
Marie E. Kelley
David & Mary Kelly
Gerald & Barbara Kelly
Lois & Roy Kelly
Sandra & George Kemsley
Nancy & Thomas Kennedy
Steven C. Kennedy
Beverly A. Kenney

Julia & Gerald Kerr
Cheryl A. Keyser
Sharon & David Kilgren
Sandra L. Kilmer
Norma J. Kilpatrick
Richard & Mary Kimball
Barbara A. Kimberley
Mark & Ellen King
Suzanne & David King
Rod & Joan Kinghorn
Joyce & Robert Kirshner
John Klarich & Diane Cook Klarich
Judith A. Kleeves
Karen S. Klumpp
Kelly A. Knapp
Elizabeth Knepper-Muller & Don 

Muller
Mariclare Knowles
Robert P. Koehs
James & Jeannene Koprowski
James C. Kors
Robert & Marilyn Kovach
Stephen & Scott Koziol
Elizabeth A. Kruk
Cheryl & Donald Kuebler
John & Sandra Kuenzli
Richard & Susan Kuiper
David & Josette Kurzhals
Barbara J. La Haie
Elba Santiago LaBonte & Roger 

LaBonte
William Lachappelle
Kenneth & Wilma Lachmann
Leland A. Lahr
Marla & Dale Lambert
Christopher & Molly Lapekas
Nancy & Thomas Larner
Michael R. LaRue
Sylvan D. Lathers
Sheri & Orlando Lawrence
Wendy & James Lee
Okhee Lee-Salwen
Kay & Robert LeFevre
Barbara & Michael Lehto
Theodore & Ann Lenio
Amy & Robert Lerg
Nicole S. Lerg
Elizabeth & Lance Lewis
Gail A. Lewis
Ruth & Larry Lezotte
John W. Lightner
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Dency A. Lippert
Carol Litka
Miriam & James Longcore
Byron & Margaret Love
Mary & Bruce Lowery
Kathy & Allan Lucas
Eloise E. Lund
Christina M. Lundberg
Joan & Nathan Luppino
Ronald & Carol Luteyn
Donald & Mary Lutz
Marie A. Lyons
Susan G. Lyons
Helen M. Mabarak
Allan & Donna Mack
John & Julie MacKenzie
Barbara R. Mackey
Janice & Lawrence MacLeod
Donna V. Maher
Sean & Jennifer Maiorano
Michael & Kathleen Majchrowski
Michelle L. Maksimowicz
Michael G. Maksud
Lee & Bob Maldegen
Catherine & Christopher Malicki
Robert & Dow Malnati
Edward & Rebecca Manderfield
Wynonia I. Mankowski
James & Cynthia Mapes
Bill Marklewitz
Lia Martynova
Bonnie J. Mauk
Jack & Norma Mawdsley
Kathleen & Gerald May
Richard & Dorothy May
Charlotte A. Maybee
Hugh J. McBride
John & Michaela McCabe
Diann McCants

William & Elayne McCartney
Sigrid & William McClay
Nancy & Michael McCoy
Lynn D. McCurry
Deborah & Mark McDaris
Thomas & Barbara McDonald
Doris McEwen
Joyce M. McGriff 
Mary McIntee & Ronald 

Chmielewski
Judith & William McIntyre
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Go online now to access College Insider, the interactive step-
by-step guide to applying for college. College Insider explains 
every step along the way, including how to qualify for financial 
aid and figure out what colleges or universities are right for 
you. The site provides downloadable guides to organize the 
application process, and sections are customized for high school 
juniors, seniors, their parents and school counselors. 

Powered by:

No confusion, no cost, no-brainer. Check it out.
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F I N A L  T H O U G H T S

If you have noticed a growing gap 

in the quality of school facilities in 

poor and affluent communities, you 

are not alone. While a new genera-

tion of inspiring school facilities has 

been built in suburban areas, many 

children in central city and rural areas 

have been left behind in outdated and 

often run-down structures.

Efforts by policymakers and the 

courts to address this issue have been 

handicapped by the lack of reliable 

measures of school facility quality. 

Past efforts have relied on subjective 

survey responses or small-sample 

engineering evaluations, neither of 

which offers much guidance on the 

cost of needed improvements.

In collaboration with other re-

searchers affiliated with the Education 

Policy Center at MSU, I have devel-

oped new methods for measuring 

the quality of school facilities and 

the cost of bringing facilities up to 

adequate standards. We have applied 

our procedures to all Michigan school 

districts, but since they utilize data 

that are available for school districts 

nationwide, the methods can be read-

ily replicated elsewhere.

Michigan is one of the few states 

in which school facilities are funded 

entirely by local property taxes. 

Variations in property wealth across 

districts create inequalities in their 

ability to pay for facilities. Our re-

search quantified large and systematic 

variations in school facilities across 

local communities that are highly 

correlated with local property wealth. 

Children’s education in Michigan’s 

high-income suburbs is supported 

with nearly double the capital facili-

ties available to central city students. 

Facilities in many of Michigan’s poor-

est school districts are inadequate.

Equally striking is that Michigan’s 

central cities are taxing themselves at 

an average rate 43 percent higher than 

the average rate in high-income sub-

urbs. If not for this higher tax effort, 

the quality of urban school facilities 

would lag even further behind subur-

ban districts.

These inequalities matter for 

children and communities. Building 

quality affects student and teacher 

health, attendance, morale and per-

formance. In his Ph.D. dissertation, 

Thomas Davis, a former College of 

Education student now on the faculty 

of the University of Maryland, showed 

that school facilities had a significant 

impact on student achievement. 

Research also shows that teacher turn-

over, a major problem in low-income 

schools, is significantly influenced by 

school building quality. It is difficult 

to attract and retain top-notch educa-

tors to work in dilapidated buildings 

when other schools offer much more 

hospitable work environments.

The opportunity to work with 

modern technology is ever more im-

portant to prepare students for emerg-

ing high-skill jobs. Today, students 

attending public schools in affluent 

communities use computer-controlled 

machine tools, computer graphic art 

equipment, television studios and 

more. These learning opportuni-

ties stimulate students’ interest and 

imagination, keeping them engaged in 

school. But they are rarely available in 

less-affluent communities.

This problem cannot be solved by 

local communities themselves. It will 

require action by the state or national 

government. Indeed, courts could 

mandate action, since Michigan’s 

current system of funding school 

facilities is clearly vulnerable to legal 

challenge. As policymakers craft 

responses to the current financial 

meltdown, initiatives to support 

public investment in school facilities 

deserve serious consideration. Such 

investment would provide immediate 

economic stimulus, which can be am-

ortized and paid back over 20 years. 

Our analysis indicates that, at an an-

nual cost of around $20 for the typical 

family, significant progress could 

be made toward providing adequate 

facilities for all children.

Public investment in the schools 

of poor communities would improve 

school outcomes, help stabilize neigh-

borhoods and provide needed demand 

in construction and allied industries. 

It is one of the most promising forms 

of public investment available to 

policymakers.

read more

Arsen, D. & Davis, T. (2006). Taj Mahals or decaying shacks: Patterns in local 

school capital stock and unmet capital need. Peabody Journal of Education,

81(4), 1–22.

Arsen, D. & Davis, T. (2008). Underinvestment in Capital Facilities of Michigan’s 

Urban Schools: Dimensions of the Problem and State Policy Options (Urban 

Policy Research Report No. 2). East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University, 

Center for Community and Economic Development (www.ced.msu.edu).

S C H O O L  F A C I L I T I E S

Building Opportunity in 
Low-Wealth Communities

   
>> David Arsen, 
Professor of Educational 
Administration

. . . Michigan’s central cities are taxing them-

selves at an average rate 43 percent higher than 

the average rate in high-income suburbs.
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A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N

HELLO, NEW ALUMNI! A group of MSU teaching interns ham it up at Donley Elementary School 

in East Lansing, Mich. near the end of the 2007–08 academic year. They are (left to right): Leslie 

Green, Emily Quinn, Miranda Stevenson, Amanda Winter, Lisa Napierala and Nina Tignanelli.
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A memorable painted steel structure by artist Caspar Henselmann, titled “US 1-9,” graces the back patio of Erickson Hall.
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