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Higher Education in an International Context 

South Africa Collabora�ve Professional Development Experience    
Ann Aus�n and Ma� Wawrzynski 
 
The purpose of the HALE Field Experience in South Africa is to enable HALE students to link knowledge and skills 
they are gaining as scholars and prac��oners in higher educa�on to actual issues and challenges in the             
interna�onal context.  The HALE team meets throughout the spring semester to prepare, and then spends 
about two weeks in South Africa in the summer.  Much of the trip is spent at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University in Port Elizabeth, with several days also spent in Cape Town.  A primary goal is mutual learning.  HALE 
students and faculty learn about higher educa�on in another country, how to engage in organiza�onal and 
cultural analysis, and how to relate specific theore�cal and content knowledge to actual issues and problems. 
They prac�ce skills as professionals, interac�ng with a wide array of colleagues.  At the same �me, the South 
African colleagues gain new knowledge and par�cipate in professional development workshops facilitated by 
MSU student/faculty teams.  The goal is organiza�onal change and individual learning via “ground-up” inter-
ins�tu�onal collabora�on.  Leaders at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University report that the collabora�ve 
work has contributed to considera�on of new policies and prac�ces at the ins�tu�on pertaining to faculty work 
and student life.  The MSU students assess this experience as among the most meaningful in their educa�on 
and their professional development. 
 
Student Involvement:  Approximately ten students par�cipate in each program. 

College of Educa�on Interna�onal Study Tour: Vietnam 
John Dirkx 
 
The Interna�onal Study Tour to Vietnam is one of three study tour programs being funded by the College of 
Educa�on’s Interna�onal Study Tour Fellowship for 2011.  This study tour represents the commitment of the 
HALE program to an interna�onal focus and provides another opportunity for PhD students in HALE, as well as 
throughout the college, to gain interna�onal experience within their graduate program.  They will have the    
opportunity to collaborate with doctoral students from other programs in the college in an interdisciplinary 
study of the educa�onal system in Vietnam.  The overall focus for this tour is on the educa�onal reform efforts 
underway in the county, par�cularly those aimed at building administra�ve and instruc�onal capacity.  The 
tour is roughly modeled a�er HALE’s study tour experience to the United Kingdom, which is a central part of 
EAD 972, “Interna�onal and Compara�ve Experiences in Higher and Adult Educa�on.”  Students will spend 
three weeks conduc�ng site visits to a variety of educa�onal ins�tu�ons and government agencies, from Hanoi 
in the northern part of the country to Can Tho University in the south.  They will talk with teachers,                      
administrators, and government representa�ve about current efforts to improve the educa�onal system within 
the country, and par�cipants will be sharing their observa�ons and reflec�ons with faculty and administrators. 
It is the department’s inten�on that this study tour experience will become a regular feature of the College 
and HALE program.  
 
Student Involvement:  Two HALE PhD students have been closely involved in the design and planning of this 
study tour and will assist the faculty member and students on the tour. Approximately 15 PhD students are   
expected to par�cipate in this study tour experience. 

The Role of Interna�onal Organiza�ons  in Higher Educa�on 
Riyad Shahjahan 
 
Dr. Shahjahan is currently examining how interna�onal organiza�ons (e.g., such as OECD, UNESCO, EU and 
World Bank) shape the higher educa�on policy agenda in global contexts.  Using this entry point, this research 
ini�a�ve centers on examining what ways of knowing are valued and validated in higher educa�on ins�tu�ons, 
par�cularly the interconnec�ons among globaliza�on of higher educa�on policies and academic programs,    
faculty work, leadership, and student learning.  Research currently focuses on OECD's Feasibility Study for the 
Interna�onal Assessment of Higher Educa�on Learning Outcomes (AHELO) ini�a�ve.   

Increasing Higher Educa�on Access, Quality and Comple�on for Students in Developing Countries:  
Does Gender Ma�er? 
Reitumetse Mabokela  
 
This review will focus on research studies conducted over the past fi�een years (1995-2010) to examine the        
effec�veness of strategies that have been implemented to increase higher educa�on access for historically     
marginalized groups in South Africa.  There is a rich database of government documents, policy reports, and  
other informal publica�ons that capture higher educa�on developments in this country in the period under     
review.  Because of the poli�cal history of South Africa, there has been significant higher educa�on research   
undertaken, rela�ve to other African countries where there is paucity of such research.  However, research on 
gender in higher educa�on is not as well documented and its theore�cal founda�on is s�ll grounded heavily in 
western concep�on of gender equity.  
 
Student Involvement:  This project is a collabora�ve endeavor between Dr. Reitu Mabokela, a colleague in South 
Africa, and one HALE PhD student who will par�cipate in all aspects of the research process including data      
collec�on and analysis, conference presenta�ons, and the wri�ng of papers. 
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